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The Politics of Hope and The Bitter Heritage brings together two important books that bracket the
tempestuous politics of 1960s America. In The Politics of Hope, which historian Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.,
published in 1963 while serving as a special assistant to President Kennedy, Schlesinger defines the
liberalism that characterized the Kennedy administration and the optimistic early Sixties. In lively and
incisive essays, most of them written between 1956 and 1960, on topics such as the basic differences
underlying liberal and conservative politics, the writing of history, and the experience of Communist
countries, Schlesinger emphasizes the liberal thinker's responsibility to abide by goals rather than dogma, to
learn from history, and to look to the future.

Four years later, following Kennedy's assassination and the escalation of America's involvement in Vietnam,
Schlesinger's tone changes. In The Bitter Heritage, a brief but penetrating appraisal of the "war that nobody
wanted," he recounts America's entry into Vietnam, the history of the war, and its policy implications. The
Bitter Heritage concludes with an eloquent and sobering assessment of the war's threat to American
democracy and a reflection on the lessons or legacies of the Vietman conflict.

With a new foreword by Sean Wilentz, the James Madison Library edition of The Politics of Hope and The
Bitter Heritage situates liberalism in the convulsive 1960s--and illuminates the challenges that still face
liberalism today.
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From reader reviews:

Sherrie Shannon:

The event that you get from The Politics of Hope and The Bitter Heritage: American Liberalism in the 1960s
(The James Madison Library in American Politics) could be the more deep you digging the information that
hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
know but The Politics of Hope and The Bitter Heritage: American Liberalism in the 1960s (The James
Madison Library in American Politics) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is
well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this specific The Politics of Hope and The Bitter Heritage: American Liberalism in the 1960s (The
James Madison Library in American Politics) instantly.

William Sebastian:

This book untitled The Politics of Hope and The Bitter Heritage: American Liberalism in the 1960s (The
James Madison Library in American Politics) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no
reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Julie Bell:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Politics of Hope and The Bitter Heritage: American
Liberalism in the 1960s (The James Madison Library in American Politics) can be good book to read. May
be it might be best activity to you.

Anne Corchado:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just telling
lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Politics of Hope and The Bitter Heritage:
American Liberalism in the 1960s (The James Madison Library in American Politics) can be the reply, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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