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The extraordinary creative energy of Renaissance Italy lies at the root of modern Western culture. In her
elegant new introduction, Virginia Cox offers a fresh vision of this iconic moment in European cultural
history, when – between the fourteenth and sixteenth centuries – Italy led the world in painting, building,
science and literature. Her book explores key artistic, literary and intellectual developments, but also
histories of food and fashion, map-making, exploration and anatomy. Alongside towering figures such as
Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Raphael, Petrarch, Machiavelli and Isabella d’Este, Cox reveals a cast of
lesser-known Renaissance protagonists including printers, travel writers, actresses, courtesans, explorers,
inventors and even celebrity chefs. At the same time, Italy’s rich regional diversity is emphasized; in
addition to the great artistic capitals of Florence, Rome and Venice, smaller but cutting-edge centres such as
Ferrara, Mantua, Bologna, Urbino and Siena are given their due. Each court and city, Cox argues, pursued its
own distinctive version of the Italian Renaissance, animated by a lively civic rivalry that pushed cultural
innovation to ever-new heights of ambition and achievement. Fired by this emulative urge, the great ruling
dynasties of the age, from the Medici and the Sforza to the Este and Gonzaga, poured their vast wealth into
architecture, art, spectacle and patronage of learning, leading to results that continue to inspire us. As the
author demonstrates, women played a far more prominent role in this exhilarating resurgence than was
recognized until very recently – both as patrons of art and literature and as creative artists themselves.
‘Renaissance woman’, she boldly argues, is as important a legacy as ‘Renaissance man’.
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From reader reviews:

Lela Hird:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific A Short History
of the Italian Renaissance (I.B.Tauris Short Histories) to read.

Harry Cofield:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This A Short History of the
Italian Renaissance (I.B.Tauris Short Histories) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Eric Sanders:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A Short History of the
Italian Renaissance (I.B.Tauris Short Histories), you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get
it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Aaron Edgington:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A Short History of the Italian
Renaissance (I.B.Tauris Short Histories) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.
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