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For years, designers, educators, and community administrators have clamored for a book that will highlight
the problems with contemporary playgrounds, tender sorely needed strategies with which to redress them,
and stimulate national debate about today’s crisis of undervalued public space. Susan Solomon’s
groundbreaking and marvelously illustrated American Playgrounds is that book. Since the 1970s, Solomon
maintains, American playgrounds have degenerated into irrelevance as cultural artifacts and educational
tools. Imbedded in Solomon’s text is a frank indictment of American attitudes that are stunted by a heavy-
handed emphasis on safety that limits the nature of play and the vitality of places for public assembly.

During the past decade an elite few American architects, landscape architects, and sculptors, including
Stanley Saitowitz, Walter Hood, and Mary Miss, have pioneered the restoration of aesthetic and
developmental values to play areas for young people. Solomon appraises these success stories and proposes
fresh and urgent remedies that blend excellent design principles, innovative planning, and affordability—a
vision for the future of the playground in America. Supplementing her impeccable command of primary and
secondary sources with hundreds of hours of interviews with designers and clients, the author confronts a
seriously under-developed topic with powerful and complex arguments rich in social history, law, theories of
play and childhood, and urbanism. Readers will be inspired—and equipped—to take up the gauntlet of
advocacy for superior American playgrounds.

Accessibly written, American Playgrounds will fascinate diverse constituencies, including parents,
educators, policymakers, and art, architectural, and cultural historians. For those commissioning, funding,
designing, and overseeing playgrounds, it will be indispensable. The book includes a foreword by Martha
Thorne, Associate Curator of the Department of Architecture, Art Institute of Chicago.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Bingham:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the American Playgrounds: Revitalizing
Community Space is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Carol Shull:

The reason? Because this American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space is an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Rafael Perez:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get ahead of. The American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space giving you
another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life
within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Donald Purcell:

You will get this American Playgrounds: Revitalizing Community Space by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds
of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book
by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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