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In the aftermath of 9/11, many Arab and Muslim Americans came under intense scrutiny by federal and local
authorities, as well as their own neighbors, on the chance that they might know, support, or actually be
terrorists. As Louise Cainkar observes, even U.S.-born Arabs and Muslims were portrayed as outsiders, an
image that was amplified in the months after the attacks. She argues that 9/11 did not create anti-Arab and
anti-Muslim suspicion; rather, their socially constructed images and social and political exclusion long
before these attacks created an environment in which misunderstanding and hostility could thrive and the
government could defend its use of profiling. Combining analysis and ethnography, Homeland Insecurity
provides an intimate view of what it means to be an Arab or a Muslim in a country set on edge by the worst
terrorist attack in its history.

Focusing on the metropolitan Chicago area, Cainkar conducted more than a hundred research interviews and
five in-depth oral histories. In this, the most comprehensive ethnographic study of the post-9/11 period for
American Arabs and Muslims, native-born and immigrant Palestinians, Egyptians, Lebanese, Iraqis,
Yemenis, Sudanese, Jordanians, and others speak candidly about their lives as well as their experiences with
government, public mistrust, discrimination, and harassment after 9/11. The book reveals that Arab Muslims
were more likely to be attacked in certain spatial contexts than others and that Muslim women wearing the
hijab were more vulnerable to assault than men, as their head scarves were interpreted by some as a rejection
of American culture. Even as the 9/11 Commission never found any evidence that members of Arab- or
Muslim-American communities were involved in the attacks, respondents discuss their feelings of
insecurity—a heightened sense of physical vulnerability and exclusion from the guarantees of citizenship
afforded other Americans.

Yet the vast majority of those interviewed for Homeland Insecurity report feeling optimistic about the future
of Arab and Muslim life in the United States. Most of the respondents talked about their increased interest in
the teachings of Islam, whether to counter anti-Muslim slurs or to better educate themselves. Governmental
and popular hostility proved to be a springboard for heightened social and civic engagement. Immigrant
organizations, religious leaders, civil rights advocates, community organizers, and others defended Arabs
and Muslims and built networks with their organizations. Local roundtables between Arab and Muslim
leaders, law enforcement, and homeland security agencies developed better understanding of Arab and
Muslim communities. These post-9/11 changes have given way to stronger ties and greater inclusion in
American social and political life.

Will the United States extend its values of freedom and inclusion beyond the politics of “us” and “them”
stirred up after 9/11? The answer is still not clear. Homeland Insecurity is keenly observed and adds Arab
and Muslim American voices to this still-unfolding period in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Anderson:

The book Homeland Insecurity: The Arab American and Muslim American Experience After 9/11 give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to
be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
looking at a book Homeland Insecurity: The Arab American and Muslim American Experience After 9/11 to
be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Homeland
Insecurity: The Arab American and Muslim American Experience After 9/11. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Darla Kemp:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Homeland Insecurity: The Arab American and
Muslim American Experience After 9/11 can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out
of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these guides have than the others?

Helen McClain:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Homeland Insecurity: The Arab American and
Muslim American Experience After 9/11 can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this
one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have
Homeland Insecurity: The Arab American and Muslim American Experience After 9/11.

Drew Dube:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the book
Homeland Insecurity: The Arab American and Muslim American Experience After 9/11 we can acquire
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Only
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that
book Homeland Insecurity: The Arab American and Muslim American Experience After 9/11. You can more
appealing than now.
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