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This book is a collection of English proverbs, sentences, and proverbial phrases from the Middle Ages. The
material is drawn from an exhaustive examination of the surviving texts, mainly printed ones but some still
in manuscript. Certain books written later than 1500, usually by authors who were born twenty years or so
before the turn of the century, are included, and John Heywood, the first great assembler of English proverbs,
is represented by the sayings he compiled.

"No matter how popular a saying may appear," Mr. Whiting points out in his Preface, "it comes to us at one
remove or more from popular usage. The medieval proverbs which survive do so only because they were
written down by educated men, none of them collectors from the field. In most cases the sayings were
incorporated in literary works by authors who did not hesitate to make changes suggested by context,
application, and meter. We sometimes forget that Heywood's Dialogue and Epigrams are poems, although
Heywood's standards of prosody are such as to let him use proverbs without too drastic changes for rhyme
and rhythm's sake. What we have in most quotations is the proverb, not as an author may have heard or read
it, but in the form which suited his immediate convenience or whim."

The sayings are alphabetized by key words and the quotations are in chronological order. Cross-references
link sayings of similar import, and the index is a guide to important words other than those by which the
alphabetical order is established. References are given to the standard collections of English proverbs, so that
the user can trace the later history of many of the sayings.

Filling a long-felt gap in the field, this work will be indispensable to students of Old and Middle English
literature and of great value to everyone interested in the rich resources of proverb lore.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Garcia:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Proverbs, Sentences, and
Proverbial Phrases from English Writings Mainly before 1500 (Belknap Press) that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Proverbs,
Sentences, and Proverbial Phrases from English Writings Mainly before 1500 (Belknap Press) become your
own starter.

Samuel Potter:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Proverbs, Sentences, and Proverbial
Phrases from English Writings Mainly before 1500 (Belknap Press) guide written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still question Proverbs, Sentences, and Proverbial Phrases from English Writings Mainly
before 1500 (Belknap Press) as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book
that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Joyce Shryock:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Proverbs, Sentences, and Proverbial Phrases
from English Writings Mainly before 1500 (Belknap Press) can give you a lot of good friends because by
you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So ,
why hesitate? Let me have Proverbs, Sentences, and Proverbial Phrases from English Writings Mainly
before 1500 (Belknap Press).

Gloria Quinones:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. With
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social



including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Proverbs, Sentences, and Proverbial Phrases from English Writings Mainly before 1500
(Belknap Press) when you desired it?
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