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In his On the Glory of Athens, Plutarch complained that the Athenian people spent more on the production of
dramatic festivals and "the misfortunes of Medeas and Electras than they did on maintaining their empire and
fighting for their liberty against the Persians." This view of the Athenians' misplaced priorities became
orthodoxy with the publication of August Böckh's 1817 book Die Staatshaushaltung der Athener [The Public
Economy of Athens], which criticized the classical Athenian d?mos for spending more on festivals than on
wars and for levying unjust taxes to pay for their bloated government. But were the Athenians' priorities
really as misplaced as ancient and modern historians believed?

Drawing on lines of evidence not available in Böckh's time, Public Spending and Democracy in Classical
Athens calculates the real costs of religion, politics, and war to settle the long-standing debate about what the
ancient Athenians valued most highly. David M. Pritchard explains that, in Athenian democracy, voters had
full control over public spending. When they voted for a bill, they always knew its cost and how much they
normally spent on such bills. Therefore, the sums they chose to spend on festivals, politics, and the armed
forces reflected the order of the priorities that they had set for their state. By calculating these sums,
Pritchard convincingly demonstrates that it was not religion or politics but war that was the overriding
priority of the Athenian people.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carlton:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Public Spending and
Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in Greek and Roman Culture)? Maybe it is
for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you
can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Leif Etter:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Public Spending and Democracy in Classical
Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in Greek and Roman Culture) as your daily resource information.

Jerry Ingle:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Public Spending
and Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in Greek and Roman Culture) suitable
to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Public
Spending and Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in Greek and Roman
Culture)is the main of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men
and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know
before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Virgie Haynes:

Why? Because this Public Spending and Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin Series in
Greek and Roman Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or
you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have



been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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