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Near the end of the nineteenth century, the cities of Boston and Oakland each faced environmental crises of
water contamination and shortages that existing regional agencies could not solve. How these two cities
resolved their water problems is the basis of a comparative history that provides valuable insights into urban
development and explores the political implications and environmental impacts of regionalism.

Water defined the limits to growth of these bay cities and, as Sarah Elkind demonstrates, water supply and
sewage disposal were two aspects of a single problem. Each city opted to abandon municipal water and
sewer networks for metropolitan systems that crossed county lines and were administered by regional
agencies. These agencies increased the cities' access to water resources, but, as Elkind shows, urban
expansion and adoption of regionalism also decreased voter control over utilities and policies, and spread the
environmental costs of urbanization far beyond city limits.

Combining insights from urban, western, and environmental history, Elkind examines the ways that people's
reactions to their natural surroundings drive both demand for improved public services and political reform.
She traces public works development in the Gilded Age and Progressive Era to explain how these programs
united each city with its suburban neighbors, creating new political entities and allowing Boston and
Oakland to appropriate rural resources and thus overcome the environmental limits to their continued growth
and prosperity. She also shows how, when the power of regionalism is turned to urban development,
environmental and social costs are sometimes overlooked.

Bay Cities and Water Politics provides a comprehensive view of the transformation of cities, their natural
surroundings, and their politics. Elkind applies urban history to environmental concerns, as well as
environmental history to urban problems and human needs. The book offers new insights into the importance
of metropolitan special districts and their role in urban expansion, and it sounds a warning regarding the
ability of regional water systems to maintain a balance between continued urban growth and delicate
ecosystems.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Lavery:

The experience that you get from Bay Cities and Water Politics: The Battle for Resources in Boston and
Oakland (Development of Western Resources) (Development of Western Resources (Hardcover)) may be
the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Bay Cities and Water Politics: The
Battle for Resources in Boston and Oakland (Development of Western Resources) (Development of Western
Resources (Hardcover)) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
particular Bay Cities and Water Politics: The Battle for Resources in Boston and Oakland (Development of
Western Resources) (Development of Western Resources (Hardcover)) instantly.

Angela Dreiling:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Bay Cities and Water Politics: The Battle for
Resources in Boston and Oakland (Development of Western Resources) (Development of Western
Resources (Hardcover)) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can
buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Raymond Brown:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. Bay Cities and Water Politics: The Battle for Resources in Boston and Oakland
(Development of Western Resources) (Development of Western Resources (Hardcover)) can be your answer
since it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Leonard Vega:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-



book way, more simple and reachable. That Bay Cities and Water Politics: The Battle for Resources in
Boston and Oakland (Development of Western Resources) (Development of Western Resources
(Hardcover)) can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Bay Cities and Water
Politics: The Battle for Resources in Boston and Oakland (Development of Western Resources)
(Development of Western Resources (Hardcover)).
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