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This introductory but innovative textbook on the economics of cities is aimed at students of urban and
regional policy as well as of undergraduate economics. It deals with standard topics, including automobiles,
mass transit, pollution, housing, and education but it also discusses non-standard topics such as segregation,
water supply, sewers, garbage, fire prevention, housing codes, homelessness, crime, illicit drugs, and
economic development.

Its methods of analysis are primarily verbal, geometric, and arithmetic. The author achieves coherence by
showing how the analysis of various topics reinforces one another. Thus, buses can tell us something about
schools and optimal tolls about land prices. Brendan O'Flaherty looks at almost everything through the lens
of Pareto optimality and potential Pareto optimality--how policies affect people and their well-being, not
abstract entities such as cities or the economy or growth or the environment. Such traditionalism leads to
radical questions, however: Should cities have police and fire departments? Should tax preferences for home
ownership be repealed? Should public schools charge for their services? O'Flaherty also gives serious
consideration to such heterodox policies as pay-at-the-pump auto insurance, curb rights for buses, land taxes,
marginal cost water pricing, and sidewalk zoning.
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From reader reviews:

Alexander Macdougall:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this City Economics.

Lorraine Briggs:

City Economics can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing City Economics yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Darrel Mason:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This City Economics can be the solution,
oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Jack Murray:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and City Economics or maybe others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes City Economics to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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