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The word is nearly ubiquitous: at the grocery store we shop for "sustainable foods" that were produced from
"sustainable agriculture"; groups ranging from small advocacy organizations to city and state governments to
the United Nations tout "sustainable development" as a strategy for local and global stability; and woe betide
the city-dweller who doesn't aim for a "sustainable lifestyle." Seeming to have come out of nowhere to
dominate the discussion-from permaculture to renewable energy to the local food movement-the ideas that
underlie and define sustainability can be traced back several centuries.

In this illuminating and fascinating primer, Jeremy L. Caradonna does just that, approaching sustainability
from a historical perspective and revealing the conditions that gave it shape. Locating the underpinnings of
the movement as far back as the 1660s, Caradonna considers the origins of sustainability across many fields
throughout Europe and North America. Taking us from the emergence of thoughts guiding sustainable yield
forestry in the late 17th and 18th centuries, through the challenges of the Industrial Revolution, the birth of
the environmental movement, and the emergence of a concrete effort to promote a balanced approach to
development in the latter half of the 20th century, he shows that while sustainability draws upon ideas of
social justice, ecological economics, and environmental conservation, it is more than the sum of its parts and
blends these ideas together into a dynamic philosophy.

Caradonna's book broadens our understanding of what "sustainability" means, revealing how it progressed
from a relatively marginal concept to an ideal that shapes everything from individual lifestyles, government
and corporate strategies, and even national and international policy. For anyone seeking understand the
history of those striving to make the world a better place to live, here's a place to start.
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From reader reviews:

James Snyder:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Sustainability:
A History? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with
your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
different opinion?

Shawn Midkiff:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which you should start with. This Sustainability: A History is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Lori Hunt:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Sustainability: A History can be the
solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Ellen Jorge:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Sustainability: A History can make you really feel more interested to read.
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