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Philologists aiming to reconstruct the grammar of ancient languages face the problem that the available data
always underdetermine grammar, and in the case of gaps, possible mistakes, and idiosyncracies there are no
native speakers to consult. The authors of this volume overcome this difficulty by adopting the methodology
that a child uses in the course of language acquisition: they interpret the data they have access to in terms of
Universal Grammar (more precisely, in terms of a hypothetical model of UG). Their studies, discussing
syntactic and morphosyntactic questions of Older Egyptian, Coptic, Sumerian, Akkadian, Biblical Hebrew,
Classical Greek, Latin, and Classical Sanskrit, demonstrate that descriptive problems which have proved
unsolvable for the traditional, inductive approach can be reduced to the interaction of regular operations and
constraints of UG. The proposed analyses also bear on linguistic theory. They provide crucial new data and
new generalizations concerning such basic questions of generative syntax as discourse-motivated movement
operations, the correlation of movement and agreement, a shift from lexical case marking to structural case
marking, the licensing of structural case in infinitival constructions, the structure of coordinate phrases,
possessive constructions with an external possessor, and the role of event structure in syntax. In addition to
confirming or refuting certain specific hypotheses, they also provide empirical evidence of the perhaps most
basic tenet of generative theory, according to which UG is part of the genetic endowment of the human
species - i.e., human languages do not "develop" parallel with the development of human civilization. Some
of the languages examined in this volume were spoken as much as 5000 years old, still their grammars do
not differ in any relevant respect from the grammars of languages spoken today.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Resnick:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Universal Grammar in the
Reconstruction of Ancient Languages (Studies in Generative Grammar) will make you to always be smarter.
You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this
open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have
you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Jonathan Ownby:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the book untitled Universal Grammar in the Reconstruction of Ancient Languages
(Studies in Generative Grammar) can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Pat Clark:

Often the book Universal Grammar in the Reconstruction of Ancient Languages (Studies in Generative
Grammar) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book
was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book.
This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Eli Gaddy:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news.
On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Universal Grammar in the Reconstruction of Ancient Languages (Studies in Generative
Grammar) when you necessary it?
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