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The current dispute between an expanding China and a newly assertive Japan over sovereign rights in the
East China Sea will more likely continue as a standoff than escalate into an outright military conflict.  But
whatever the outcome, it opens an entirely new chapter in the competition for regional dominance that began
a century and a half ago when China and Japan, challenged by a technologically superior West embarked on
alternative paths to modernity. Asia for the Asians offers an analytical yet personal account of the secret to
Japan's success in becoming the first Asian "Pacific power": a willingness to learn from experience
elsewhere and to rework to new purpose its ties to China and Chinese tradition. The five public figures
profiled in the book reflect this spirit of reinvention and the conviction that as a late developing nation Japan
had useful lessons to offer the rest of Asia. By the late nineteenth-century, Chinese leaders agreed. For well
over a decade, with Chinese concurrence and financing, many influential Japanese traveled to China to work
on the very kinds of modernizing projects that have engaged outside experts working in China more recently.
And they identified for public discussion issues that feel remarkably contemporary: the effectiveness of
cultural diplomacy, the link between technology transfer and innovation, the prospects for a Pacific
community, constitutional versus authoritarian governance, and the applicability of Western-inspired
international law to non-Western settings. Asia for the Asians provides a much needed corrective to the
popular view that relations between China and Japan have ever and always been confrontational. It is a must-
read for those involved in writing the next chapter of the story. Above all, it makes clear that the re-shaping
of Asia going on at present is part of an unfinished enterprise with China, Japan, and the West (read the U.S.)
still the central players facing the same fateful choice: cooperation or conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brinkman:

Here thing why that Asia for the Asians: China in the Lives of Five Meiji Japanese (Studies of the
Weatherhead East Asian Institute Columbia University) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious
as food or not. Asia for the Asians: China in the Lives of Five Meiji Japanese (Studies of the Weatherhead
East Asian Institute Columbia University) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no publication that similar with Asia for the Asians: China in the Lives of
Five Meiji Japanese (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute Columbia University). It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can
be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Asia for the
Asians: China in the Lives of Five Meiji Japanese (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute
Columbia University) in e-book can be your alternate.

Robyn Pugh:

The guide untitled Asia for the Asians: China in the Lives of Five Meiji Japanese (Studies of the
Weatherhead East Asian Institute Columbia University) is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You
also will get the e-book of Asia for the Asians: China in the Lives of Five Meiji Japanese (Studies of the
Weatherhead East Asian Institute Columbia University) from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Mitchell Peed:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Asia for the Asians: China in the Lives of
Five Meiji Japanese (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute Columbia University) e-book written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have
read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only
for eliminate your hunger then you still question Asia for the Asians: China in the Lives of Five Meiji
Japanese (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute Columbia University) as good book not merely by
the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.



Debera Jessie:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Asia for the Asians: China in the
Lives of Five Meiji Japanese (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute Columbia University) which
is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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