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For the better part of the last half century, the United States has been the World's Police, claiming to defend
ideologies, allies, and our national security through brute force. But is military action always the most
appropriate response? Drawing on his vast experience, from combat in Vietnam to peacekeeping in Somalia,
to war games in Washington, DC and negotiations with former rebels in the Philippines, retired four-star
General Tony Zinni argues that we have a lot of work to do to make the process of going to war?or not?more
clear-eyed and ultimately successful. He examines the relationship between the executive and the military
(including the difference between passive and engaged presidents); the failures of the Joint Chief of Staff;
the challenges of working with the UN, coalition forces, and NATO; the difference between young, on the
ground officers and less savvy senior leaders; the role of special forces and drone warfare; and the difficult
choices that need to be made to create tomorrow's military. Among his provocative points:
* Virtually every recent American military operation follows a disconnected series of actions that lead to
outcomes we never foresaw or intended.
* We need to assign accountability for the political decisions that can make or break a mission.
* Words and ideas are as important to victory in today's conflicts as bullets.
* The cyber "war" is ongoing. Either you must build better tech than the other guy, or you must steal it.
* Our foreign aid budget is pitiful, our State Department, USAID, and the other government agencies that we
critically need to be on a par with our military are underfunded, undermanned, and poorly structured for their
current objectives.
From the Oval Office to the battlefield, Before the First Shots Are Fired is a hard-hitting analysis of the
history of America's use of military action and a spirited call for change.
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From reader reviews:

Sara Otoole:

In other case, little folks like to read book Before the First Shots Are Fired: How America Can Win Or Lose
Off The Battlefield. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important some sort of book Before the First Shots Are Fired: How America Can Win Or Lose Off
The Battlefield. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a
book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to
go to the library. Let's read.

Crystal Sanchez:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Before the First Shots Are Fired: How America
Can Win Or Lose Off The Battlefield is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Robert Henderson:

Often the book Before the First Shots Are Fired: How America Can Win Or Lose Off The Battlefield has a
lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Patricia Gagliano:

This Before the First Shots Are Fired: How America Can Win Or Lose Off The Battlefield is great
publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or
we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in
it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Before the First Shots Are Fired: How America Can Win Or Lose Off The
Battlefield in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that.
So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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