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Since the civil rights era, the doctrine of nonviolence has enjoyed near-universal acceptance by the US Left.
Today protest is often shaped by cooperation with state authorities—even organizers of rallies against police
brutality apply for police permits, and anti-imperialists usually stop short of supporting self-defense and
armed resistance. How Nonviolence Protects the State challenges the belief that nonviolence is the only way
to fight for a better world. In a call bound to stir controversy and lively debate, Peter Gelderloos invites
activists to consider diverse tactics, passionately arguing that exclusive nonviolence often acts to reinforce
the same structures of oppression that activists seek to overthrow.

Contemporary movements for social change face plenty of difficult questions, but sometimes matters of
strategy and tactics receive low priority. Many North American activists fail to scrutinize the role of
nonviolence, never posing essential questions:

• Is nonviolence effective at ending systems of oppression?

• Does nonviolence intersect with white privilege and the dominance of North over South?

• How does pacifism reinforce the same power dynamic as patriarchy?

• Ultimately, does nonviolence protect the state?

Peter Gelderloos is a radical community organizer. He is the author of Consensus: A New Handbook for
Grassroots Political, Social, and Environmental Groups and a contributor to Letters From Young Activists.
He is the co-facilitator of a workshop on the prison system, and is also involved in independent media,
copwatching, anti-oppression work, and anarchist organizing.
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From reader reviews:

Tanisha Goss:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take How Nonviolence Protects the State as the daily resource
information.

Angelita Estes:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this How Nonviolence Protects the State, you can tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Anna Vinci:

How Nonviolence Protects the State can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort
to place every word into delight arrangement in writing How Nonviolence Protects the State however doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can
be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Ida Green:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
is How Nonviolence Protects the State this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this
book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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