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From inside the book:
"THERE never was more need for a good life of any man than there was for one of John Brown," wrote
Charles Eliot Norton in March, 1860, in expressing in the Atlantic Monthly his dissatisfaction with the first
biography of the leader of the attack upon Harper's Ferry. Twenty-six years later, in the same publication,
Mr. John T. Morse, Jr., wrote that "so grand a subject cannot fail to inspire a writer able to do justice to the
theme; and when such an one draws Brown, he will produce one of the most attractive books in the language.
But meantime the ill-starred 'martyr' suffers a prolongation of martyrdom, standing like another St. Sebastian
to be riddled with the odious arrows of fulsome panegyrists." Since 1886 there have appeared five other lives
of Brown, the most important being that of Richard J. Hinton, who in his preface gloried in holding a brief
for Brown and his men.
The present volume is inspired by no such purpose, but is due to a belief that fifty years after the Harper's
Ferry tragedy, the time is ripe for a study of John Brown, free from bias, from the errors in taste and fact of
the mere panegyrist, and from the blind prejudice of those who can see in John Brown nothing but a
criminal. The pages that follow were written to detract from or champion no man or set of men, but to put
forth the essential truths of history as far as ascertainable, and to judge Brown, his followers and associates
in the light thereof. How successful this attempt has been is for the reader to judge. That this volume in
nowise approaches the attractiveness which Mr. Morse looked for, the author fully understands. On the other
hand, no stone has been left unturned to make accurate the smallest detail; the original documents,
contemporary letters and living witnesses have been examined in every quarter of the United States.
Materials never before utilized have been drawn upon, and others discovered whose existence has heretofore
been unknown. Wherever sources have been quoted, they have been cited verbatim et literatim, the effort
being to reproduce exactly spelling, capitalization and punctuation, particularly in John Brown's own letters,
which have suffered hitherto from free-hand editing. If at times, particularly in dealing with the Kansas
period of John Brown's life, it may seem as if there were a superfluity of detail, the explanation is that
already a hundred myths have attached themselves to John Brown's name which often hinge upon a date, or
the possibility of his presence at a given place at a given hour. Over some of them have raged long and bitter
controversies which give little evidence of the softening effects of time.
So complex a character as John Brown's is not to be dismissed by merely likening him to the Hebrew
prophets or to a Oromwellian Roundhead, though both parallels are not inapt; and the historian's task is made
heavier since nearly all characterizations of the man have been at one extreme or another. But there is, after
all, no personality so complex that it cannot be tested by accepted ethical standards. To do this sincerely, to
pass a deliberate and accurate historical judgment, to bestow praise and blame without favor or sectional
partisanship, has been the author's endeavor."
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This book published in 1910 has been reformatted for the Kindle and may contain an occasional defect from
the original publication or from the reformatting.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Willis:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this John Brown: 1800-1859: A Biography After Fifty Years.

Jessica Peacock:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific John
Brown: 1800-1859: A Biography After Fifty Years book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

David Rutherford:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled John
Brown: 1800-1859: A Biography After Fifty Years your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never
get just before. The John Brown: 1800-1859: A Biography After Fifty Years giving you a different
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era.
So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Beverly Thomas:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like John Brown: 1800-1859: A
Biography After Fifty Years which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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