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Not since Robert McNamara has a secretary of defense been so hated by the military and derided by the
public, yet played such a critical role in national security policy with such disastrous results.

Donald Rumsfeld was a natural for secretary of defense, a position he'd already occupied once before. He
was smart. He worked hard. He was skeptical of the status quo in military affairs and dedicated to high-tech
innovations. He seemed the right man at the right time-but history was to prove otherwise.

Now Dale Herspring, a political conservative and lifelong Republican, offers a nonpartisan assessment of
Rumsfeld's impact on the U.S. military establishment from 2001 to 2006, focusing especially on the Iraq
War-from the decision to invade through the development and execution of operational strategy and the
enormous failures associated with the postwar reconstruction of Iraq.

Extending the critique of civil-military relations he began in The Pentagon and the Presidency, Herspring
highlights the relationship between the secretary and senior military leadership, showing how Rumsfeld and
a handful of advisers notably Paul Wolfowitz and Douglas Feith manipulated intelligence and often ignored
the military in order to implement their policies. And he demonstrates that the secretary's domineering
leadership style and trademark arrogance undermined his vision for both military transformation and Iraq.

Herspring shows that, contrary to his public deference to the generals, Rumsfeld dictated strategy and
operations sometimes even tactics to prove his transformation theories. He signed off on abolishing the Iraqi
army, famously refused to see the need for a counterinsurgency plan, and seemed more than willing to
tolerate the torture of prisoners. Meanwhile, the military became demoralized and junior officers left in
droves.

Rumsfeld's Wars revisits and reignites the concept of "arrogance of power," once associated with our dogged
failure to understand the true nature of a tragic war in Southeast Asia. It provides further evidence that
success in military affairs is hard to achieve without mutual respect between civilian authorities and military
leaders and offers a definitive case study in how not to run the office of secretary of defense.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Murray:

The book Rumsfeld's Wars: The Arrogance of Power (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the great thing like a book Rumsfeld's Wars: The Arrogance of Power (Modern War Studies) (Modern
War Studies (Hardcover))? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that
will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Rumsfeld's Wars: The Arrogance of Power (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover))
has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Paul Blum:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Rumsfeld's Wars: The Arrogance of Power
(Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) was making you to know about other information
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Rumsfeld's Wars: The
Arrogance of Power (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Rumsfeld's
Wars: The Arrogance of Power (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)). You never truly
feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Dolores Crook:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this Rumsfeld's Wars: The Arrogance of Power (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)), you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Mary Brown:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Rumsfeld's Wars: The Arrogance of
Power (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) is simple to bring you can read it in the



park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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