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Famous for their stunts, gags, and images, Buster Keaton's silent films have enticed everyone from
Hollywood movie fans to the surrealists, such as Dalí and Buñuel. Here Robert Knopf offers an
unprecedented look at the wide-ranging appeal of Keaton's genius, considering his vaudeville roots and his
ability to integrate this aesthetic into the techniques of classical Hollywood cinema in the 1920s. When
young Buster was being hurled about the stage by his comically irate father in the family's vaudeville act,
The Three Keatons, he was perfecting his acrobatic skills, timing, visual humor, and trademark "stone face."
As Knopf demonstrates, such theatrics would serve Keaton well as a film director and star. By isolating
elements of vaudeville within works that have previously been considered "classical," Knopf reevaluates
Keaton's films and how they function.

The book combines vivid visual descriptions and illustrations that enable us to see Keaton at work staging
his memorable images and gags, such as a three-story wall collapsing on him (Steamboat Bill, Jr., 1928) and
an avalanche of boulders chasing him down a mountainside (Seven Chances, 1925). Knopf explains how
Keaton's stunts and gags served as fanciful departures from his films' storylines and how they nonetheless
reinforced a strange sense of reality, that of a machine-like world with a mind of its own. In comparison to
Chaplin and Lloyd, Keaton made more elaborate use of natural locations. The scene in The Navigator, for
example, where Buster brandishes a swordfish to fend off another swordfish derives much of its power from
actually being shot under water. Such "hyper-literalism" was but one element of Keaton's films that inspired
the surrealists.

Exploring Keaton's influence on Salvador Dalí, Luis Buñuel, Federico García Lorca, and Robert Desnos,
Knopf suggests that Keaton's achievement extends beyond Hollywood into the avant-garde. The book
concludes with an examination of Keaton's late-career performances in Gerald Potterton's The Railrodder
and Samuel Beckett's Film, and locates his legacy in the work of Jackie Chan, Blue Man Group, and Bill
Irwin.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Spence:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one with theme
for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The Theater and Cinema of Buster Keaton is kind of
guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Brian Kelley:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read.
If you want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled The Theater and Cinema of Buster
Keaton can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Aubrey Smith:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Theater and Cinema of Buster Keaton the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before.
The The Theater and Cinema of Buster Keaton giving you an additional experience more than blown away
your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning
a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Christopher Hardnett:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Theater and Cinema of Buster Keaton
can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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