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This study of disease among the native peoples of the New World before and after 1492 challenges many
widely held notions about encounters between European and native peoples. Whereas many late twentieth
century scholars blamed the catastrophic decline of postconquest native populations on the introduction of
previously unknown infections from the Old World, Alchon argues that the experiences of native peoples in
the New World closely resembled those of other human populations. Exposure to lethal new infections
resulted in rates of morbidity and mortality among native Americans comparable to tose found among Old
World populations.

Why then did native American populations decline by 75 to 90 percent in the century following contact with
Europeans? Why did these populations fail to recover, in contrast to those of Africa, Asia, and Europe?
Alchon points to the practices of European colonialism. Warfare and slavery increased mortality, and forced
migrations undermined social, political, and economic institutions.

This timely study effectively overturns the notion of New World exceptionalism. By showing that native
Americans were not uniquely affected by European diseases, Alchon also undercuts the stereotypical notion
of the Americas as a new Eden, free of disease and violence until the intrusion of germ-laden, rapacious
Europeans.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Jett:

The book A Pest in the Land: New World Epidemics in a Global Perspective (Diálogos Series) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave a good thing like a book A Pest in the Land: New World Epidemics in a Global Perspective (Diálogos
Series)? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many
info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book A Pest in the Land: New
World Epidemics in a Global Perspective (Diálogos Series) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

John Warner:

The reason? Because this A Pest in the Land: New World Epidemics in a Global Perspective (Diálogos
Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your skill
and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go
to the e-book store hurriedly.

John Ashcraft:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting A Pest in the Land: New
World Epidemics in a Global Perspective (Diálogos Series) that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person.
So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick A Pest in the Land:
New World Epidemics in a Global Perspective (Diálogos Series) become your own personal starter.

Bertha Chang:

This A Pest in the Land: New World Epidemics in a Global Perspective (Diálogos Series) is great e-book for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess
to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can
declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't



mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having A Pest in the Land: New World Epidemics in a Global Perspective (Diálogos Series) in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no
guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?
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