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The eighteenth century has long been associated with realism and objective description, modes of
representation that deemphasize writing. But in the middle decades of the century, Christina Lupton
observes, authors described with surprising candor the material and economic facets of their own texts'
production. In Knowing Books Lupton examines a variety of eighteenth-century sources, including sermons,
graffiti, philosophical texts, and magazines, which illustrate the range and character of mid-century
experiments with words announcing their status as physical objects. Books that "know" their own presence
on the page and in the reader's hand become, in Lupton's account, tantalizing objects whose entertainment
value competes with that of realist narrative.

Knowing Books introduces these mid-eighteenth-century works as part of a long history of self-conscious
texts being greeted as fashionable objects. Poststructuralist and Marxist approaches to literature celebrate the
consciousness of writing and economic production as belonging to revolutionary understandings of the
world, but authors of the period under Lupton's gaze expose the facts of mediation without being
revolutionary. On the contrary, their explication of economic and material processes shores up their claim to
material autonomy and economic success. Lupton uses media theory and close reading to suggest the desire
of eighteenth-century readers to attribute sentience to technologies and objects that entertain them.

Rather than a historical study of print technology, Knowing Books offers a humanist interpretation of the will
to cede agency to media. This horizon of theoretical engagement makes Knowing Books at once an account
of the least studied decades of the eighteenth century and a work of relevance for those interested in new
attitudes toward media in the twenty-first.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Venegas:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is usually Knowing Books: The Consciousness of Mediation in Eighteenth-Century Britain (Material
Texts).

Lynn Gowen:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Knowing Books: The
Consciousness of Mediation in Eighteenth-Century Britain (Material Texts), you are able to enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Angela Dickens:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Knowing Books: The Consciousness of Mediation in
Eighteenth-Century Britain (Material Texts) as well as others sources were given information for you. After
you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case,
beside science book, any other book likes Knowing Books: The Consciousness of Mediation in Eighteenth-
Century Britain (Material Texts) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.

Melissa Sanders:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book Knowing
Books: The Consciousness of Mediation in Eighteenth-Century Britain (Material Texts). Contain your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination
for a other place.
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