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In The Great Boom, historian Robert Sobel tells the fascinating story of the last 50 years when American
entrepreneurs, visionaries, and ordinary citizens transformed our depression and war-exhausted society into
today's economic powerhouse.

As America's G.I.s returned home from World War II, many of the nation's best minds predicted a new
depression—yet exactly the opposite occurred. Jobs were plentiful in retooled factories swamped with orders
from pent-up demand. Tens of thousands of families moved out of cities into affordable suburban homes
built by William Levitt and his imitators. They bought cars, televisions, and air conditioners by the millions.
And they took to the nation's roads and new interstate highways—the largest public works project in world
history—where Kemmons Wilson of Holiday Inns, Ray Kroc of McDonalds, and other start-up
entrepreneurs soon catered to a mobile populace with food and lodgings for leisure time vacationers.

Americans and their families began to channel savings into new opportunities. Credit cards democratized
purchasing power, while early mutual funds found growing numbers of investors to fuel the first postwar bull
market in the go-go '60s. At the same time the continuing boom enriched the fabric of social and cultural life.
A college education became a must on the highway to upward mobility; high-tech industries arose with
astonishing new ways of conducting business electronically; and an unprecedented 49 million families had
become investors when the 1981-2000 stock market boom reached 10,000 on the Dow.

The Great Boom is the first major book to portray the great wave of homegrown entrepreneurs as post-war
heroes in the complete remaking and revitalizing of America. All that, plus the creation of unprecedented
wealth—or themselves, for the nation, for tens of millions of citizens—all in five short drama-filled decades.
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From reader reviews:

Alison Caulfield:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Great Boom 1950-2000: How a Generation of Americans Created
the World's Most Prosperous Society.

Anthony Brown:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The Great Boom 1950-2000: How a Generation of Americans
Created the World's Most Prosperous Society book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving The Great Boom 1950-2000: How
a Generation of Americans Created the World's Most Prosperous Society content conveys the thought easily
to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different available as it. So , do you still thinking The Great Boom 1950-2000: How a Generation of
Americans Created the World's Most Prosperous Society is not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

Jill Beery:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Great Boom 1950-
2000: How a Generation of Americans Created the World's Most Prosperous Society, it is possible to enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its
mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

John Negron:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Great Boom 1950-2000: How a
Generation of Americans Created the World's Most Prosperous Society can be the reply, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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