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When Sarah overhears God tell Abraham that she will give birth to a son, she laughs. She laughs to herself at
the impossibility of her, in her old age, bearing a child (Gen 18:12). But God's ways are not Sarah's ways;
God is far more wonderful than Sarah imagines. Of course, Sarah does give birth to a son and names him
Isaac, whose name means to laugh: God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me
(Gen 21:6). Surely, the ancient audience 'aware of the many incongruities in this story 'did laugh. But can we
in modern times recover the divine humor, the paradox and promise, in this and other biblical accounts? Can
we use that sacred laughter as a means to evangelize a world that longs for God every bit as much as the
ancients did? In Laughing with God: Humor, Culture, and Transformation, Catholic priest and cultural
anthropologist Gerald Arbuckle helps us do just that.

With Arbuckle, readers will enter many rich biblical stories and come away laughing, not laughter as in
response to a joke or comedy, but a profound laughter of the heart. Readers will laugh at Sarah as she laughs
at God, and they will laugh together with Sarah and God. Readers will discover divine humor in the parables
of Jesus and even in his suffering and death, the ultimate paradox for Christians. In addition to uncovering
and recovering humor in Scripture, Arbuckle's work is a treasure trove of modern examples of humor 'from
literature, movies, and television 'that surprisingly can be a means of transforming cultures to better reflect
the kingdom of God. In the end, readers will want to turn the phrase, He who laughs last, laughs best, into,
They who laugh with God, evangelize best.

Gerald A. Arbuckle, SM, PhD, is co-director of Refounding and Pastoral Development, a research ministry,
in Sydney, Australia. He is internationally known for his expertise in helping church leaders minister
effectively in a postmodern world. Arbuckle's most recent books include: Confronting the Demon: A Gospel
Response to Adult Bullying; Violence, Society, and the Church: A Cultural Approach; and Healthcare
Ministry: Refounding the Mission in Tumultuous Times (2001 Catholic Press Association Award), al
published by Liturgical Press.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Mendes:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Laughing with God: Humor, Culture, and Transformation.

Rodney Bryant:

The experience that you get from Laughing with God: Humor, Culture, and Transformation may be the more
deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Laughing with God: Humor, Culture, and Transformation giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind
of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Laughing with God:
Humor, Culture, and Transformation instantly.

Norma Eberhart:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
is Laughing with God: Humor, Culture, and Transformation this guide consist a lot of the information with
the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Joseph Rankins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Laughing with God: Humor,
Culture, and Transformation.
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