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The postmodern revival of interest in apophatic (negative) theology neglects the integrated system of
spiritual praxis that undergirds traditional negative theology and therefore has failed to realize its potential to
address the postmodern themes of alterity, subjectivity, and ontotheology. Traditional apophatic theology
forms one aspect of the Eastern Orthodox system of spiritual practices known as “hesychasm” (from
hesycheia, inner stillness). This system comprises several elements: an emphasis on systematic spiritual
progress via the “Ladder” of spiritual ascent, an understanding of the self in its relation to God, and the
assertion of the radical otherness of God. This dissertation brings these elements of apophatic theology into
the ongoing dialogue concerning apophatic theology to address the themes of subjectivity, alterity, and
ontotheology. Hesychastic practices produce a transformation of human nature that first eliminates the
delusory attachments of natural being, and then reconstitutes the person on the basis of openness,
selflessness, and relationality. The dissertation argues that the practices of cataphasis (positive predication),
apophasis (negative predication), and the “hyper-” (a prefix that connotes the otherness of God) must be
located within this transformative system. This relocation of negative theology makes possible the thinking
of a self that is at once substantive and interrelational and of God as at once transcendent Unity and
immanent and dynamic (thus evading the charge of reinscribing ontotheology). As a preliminary to this
system, the dissertation presents the hermeneutic, anthropological, and providential context of the Ladder of
spiritual practices. Hesychasm integrates these contextual elements in a system that provides a total
environment for the formation of subjectivity. The dissertation presents and then critiques the contrasting
postmodern apophaticisms of Jacques Derrida and Jean-Luc Marion. Derrida’s analysis of the impossible, his
rejection of the identification of deconstruction with negative theology, and his charge that negative theology
remains ontotheological pose serious challenges to negative theology. Jean-Luc Marion attempts to defend
negative theology against Derrida’s charges by means of his concept of the saturated phenomenon and his
phenomenology of excess. In both cases, however, the lack of a system of spiritual transformation limits the
effectiveness of their insights.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Meekins:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Transforming Practices: Hesychastic Correctives to
Postmodern Apophaticism. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important the book Transforming Practices: Hesychastic Correctives to Postmodern
Apophaticism. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Paul Delatorre:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this Transforming
Practices: Hesychastic Correctives to Postmodern Apophaticism.

Heather Wade:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Transforming Practices: Hesychastic
Correctives to Postmodern Apophaticism is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Florinda Redfern:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Transforming Practices: Hesychastic Correctives
to Postmodern Apophaticism can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?
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