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The sesquicentennial of the Civil War and Reconstruction invites reflection on the broad meaning of
American democracy, including the ideals of freedom, equality, racial justice, and self-determination. In We
Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice, John David Smith brings together a wealth of primary texts?editorials,
letters, newspaper articles, and personal testimonies?to illuminate the experience of emancipation for the
millions of African Americans enmeshed in the transition from chattel slavery to freedom from 1865 to
1877.

The years following Appomattox offered the freed people numerous opportunities and challenges. Ex-slaves
reconnected with relatives dispersed by the domestic slave trade and the vicissitudes of civil war. They
sought their own farms and homesteads, education for their children, and legal protection from whites hostile
to their new status. They negotiated labor contracts, established local communities, and, following the 1867
Reconstruction Acts, entered local, state, and national politics.

Though aided by Freedmen's Bureau agents and sympathetic whites, former slaves nevertheless faced
daunting odds. Ku Klux Klansmen and others terrorized blacks who asserted themselves, many northerners
lost interest in their plight, and federal officials gradually left them to their own resources. As a result, former
Confederates regained control of the southern state governments following the 1876 presidential election.

We Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice is a substantially revised and expanded edition of a book originally
published under the title Black Voices from Reconstruction, 1865–1877.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Marine:

This We Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice: Black Voices from Reconstruction, 1865-1877 usually are
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this We Ask Only for
Even-Handed Justice: Black Voices from Reconstruction, 1865-1877 can be one of many great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information
that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this We Ask Only for
Even-Handed Justice: Black Voices from Reconstruction, 1865-1877 forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Veronica Roberts:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like We Ask Only for Even-Handed
Justice: Black Voices from Reconstruction, 1865-1877 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's notice.

Sara Kelly:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and We Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice: Black Voices from
Reconstruction, 1865-1877 as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science book, any other book likes We Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice: Black Voices from
Reconstruction, 1865-1877 to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

David McKenney:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book We Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice:
Black Voices from Reconstruction, 1865-1877 to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill
of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like
to available a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve We Ask Only for Even-Handed Justice: Black



Voices from Reconstruction, 1865-1877 can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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