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In Articles of Faith, veteran journalist Cynthia Gorney presents the first balanced political and social
narrative of the most significant years in the abortion conflict, told from the perspective of the people who
fought the battles on both sides.

Focusing on the battle in Missouri, which mirrors the deepening abortion conflicts around the country as
American states first begin changing their century-old criminal abortion laws, Gorney draws from more than
five hundred interviews and previously unseen archival material to create the first narrative history of the
modern American abortion conflict ever written.

The central characters, whose evolving personal stories and eventual confrontation in the U.S. Supreme
Court form the narrative drive of Articles of Faith, are two passionate, strong-willed leaders from opposing
camps in the city of St. Louis: Judith Widdicombe and Samuel Lee. Judith Widdicombe is a registered nurse
who runs the abortion underground in Missouri during the illegal-abortion days of the 1960s, and who then
goes on after Roe v. Wade to set up almost singlehandedly the first legal abortion clinic in Missouri. Samuel
Lee is a young pacifist and would-be seminarian who arrives in St. Louis to begin his formal religious
studies and finds himself instead drawn to the more compelling and immediate work of the right-to-life
movement.

The state of Missouri is an ideal setting for a history of the American abortion wars. Both before and after
1973, when Roe v. Wade forces every state to legalize abortion, the real dramas of the abortion conflict
unfold not in Washington, D.C., but in communities across the United States, communities like St. Louis,
where Judy Widdicombe and Sam Lee are at the forefront of nearly every episode -- Judy directing her
clinic, bankrolling federal lawsuits, co-founding the National Abortion Federation, covering her clinic
bulletin boards with political updates, stepping through the smoldering aftermath of a clinic firebombing, and
confronting head-on the moral ambiguity of late-trimester abortions; Sam studying intently the philosophical
background and moral logic of the right-to-life movement and then joining sit-ins, volunteering for arrest,
arguing pacifism versus confrontation with fellow civil disobedients, and eventually serving a long jail
sentence for defying a court order barring him from the premises of certain St. Louis abortion clinics. When
Sam completes his jail time, he makes what for him is the emotionally difficult transition away from protest
and toward legislative lobbying in the Missouri state capital.

Their battle culminates in 1989, when the provocative abortion bill Sam eventually lobbies through the
Missouri legislature becomes the centerpiece of William L Webster v. Reproductive Health Services -- the
most intently watched Supreme Court case of the late 1980s, because it is the very first case to challenge Roe
v. Wade directly before what is generally assumed to be an anti-Roe court. The Reproductive Health Services
of the Webster case, the lead plaintiff in this nationally anticipated litigation, is Judy Widdicombe's St. Louis
abortion clinic.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this ARTICLES OF FAITH: A
Frontline History of the Abortion Wars book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Christopher Larsen:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the e-book untitled ARTICLES OF FAITH: A Frontline History of the Abortion Wars can
be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Marlene Tiggs:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled ARTICLES OF FAITH: A Frontline History of the Abortion Wars your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get prior to. The ARTICLES OF FAITH: A Frontline History of the Abortion
Wars giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

James Harris:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking ARTICLES OF FAITH: A
Frontline History of the Abortion Wars that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading



through as your good habit, you are able to pick ARTICLES OF FAITH: A Frontline History of the Abortion
Wars become your starter.
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