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With some six billion mobile subscriptions now in use worldwide, around three-quarters of the world's
inhabitants now have access to a mobile phone. Mobiles are arguably the most ubiquitous modern
technology -- in some developing countries, more people have access to a mobile phone than to clean water,
a bank account or even electricity. Mobile communications now offer major opportunities to advance human
development -- from providing basic access to education or health information to making cash payments and
stimulating citizen involvement in democratic processes.

This 2012 edition of the World Bank’s Information and Communications for Development Report analyzes
the growth and evolution of mobile telephony, and the rise of data-based services delivered to handheld
devices, including 'apps' or smartphone applications. The report explores the consequences for development
of the emerging 'app economy'. It summarizes current thinking and seeks to inform the debate on the use of
mobile phones for development. This report looks, in particular, at key ecosystem-based applications in
agriculture, health, financial services, employment and government, with chapters devoted to each. It’s no
longer about the phone itself, but about how it is used, and the content and applications that mobile phones
open up.

Mobile applications not only empower individual users, they enrich their lifestyles and livelihoods, and boost
the economy as a whole. Mobile apps make phones immensely powerful as portals to the online world. A
new wave of apps and 'mash-ups' of services, driven by high-speed networks, social networking, online
crowdsourcing and innovation, is helping mobile phones transform the lives of people in developed and
developing countries alike. The report finds that mobile applications not only empower individuals, but have
important cascade effects stimulating growth, entrepreneurship and productivity throughout the economy as
a whole. Mobile communications promise to do more than just give the developing world a voice -- they
unlock the genie in the phone, empowering people to make their own choices and decisions.
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From reader reviews:

Carissa Ware:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Information and Communications for Development 2012: Maximizing Mobile, you may tells your
family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
publication.

Thomas Whitaker:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Information and
Communications for Development 2012: Maximizing Mobile, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Lucia Stevenson:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By the book Information and Communications for Development 2012: Maximizing Mobile we can consider
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
time book Information and Communications for Development 2012: Maximizing Mobile. You can more
pleasing than now.

Rose Davies:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Information and Communications for
Development 2012: Maximizing Mobile to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill
of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make
you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for



you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the publication Information and Communications for
Development 2012: Maximizing Mobile can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of their time.
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