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*Includes pictures of Viking boats, ruins, and historic depictions of Vikings.
*Analyzes the legends and mischaracterizations of the Vikings, separating fact from fiction.
*Discusses the everyday life, settlements, history, religion, and culture of the Vikings.
Over the centuries, the West has become fascinated by the Vikings, one of the most mysterious and
interesting European civilizations. In addition to being perceived as a remarkably unique culture among its
European counterparts, what’s known and not known about the Vikings’ accomplishments has added an
intriguing aura to the historical narrative. Were they fierce and fearsome warriors? Were they the first
Europeans to visit North America? It seems some of the legends are true, and some are just that, legend.
The commonly used term, Viking, for the trading and raiding peoples of Scandinavia, may have originated
from Viken (the large bay leading to Oslo), or it may have come from the Old Scandinavian words vikingr
(sea warrior) or viking (expedition over the sea). The people from the north were known in western Europe
at the time as Northmen or Danes, in England as Danes or pagans and in Ireland as Finngall for those of
Norwegian origin and Dubgall for those from Denmark. In the east, in Russia and in the Byzantine Empire,
the Scandinavians were called Vaeringar or Varyags (Varangians) or Rus', the latter perhaps derived from
the name Roslagen, a province in Uppland in Sweden.
The ubiquitous picture of the Vikings as horn-helmeted, brutish, hairy giants that mercilessly marauded
among the settlements of Northern Europe is based on a smattering of fact combined with an abundance of
prejudicial historical writing by those who were on the receiving end of Viking depredations. At the same
time, much of the popular picture of the Vikings is a result of the romantic imagination of novelists and
artists. For example, there is neither historical nor archaeological evidence that the typically red haired,
freckled Norsemen entered battle wearing a metal helmet decorated with horns. This headgear was an
invention of the Swedish painter and illustrator Johan August Malmström (1829 - 1901) and his work was so
widely disseminated in popular books that the image stuck. Today the imaginary Viking helmet is an almost
mandatory costume accessory in productions of Wagner's opera Der Ring des Nibelungen, which is not
about the Vikings at all. It seems the horned helmet evolved from an imaginary reinterpretation of genuine
Viking images of a winged helmet that may have been worn by priests in Viking religious ceremonies.
However, the Vikings’ reputation for ferocious seaborne attacks along the coasts of Northern Europe is no
exaggeration. It is true that the Norsemen, who traded extensively throughout Europe, often increased the
profits obtained from their nautical ventures through plunder, acquiring precious metals and slaves. Of
course, the Vikings were not the only ones participating in this kind of income generation; between the 8th
and the 11th centuries, European tribes, clans, kingdoms and monastic communities were quite adept at
fighting with each other for the purpose of obtaining booty. The Vikings were simply more consistently
successful than their contemporaries and thus became suitable symbols for the iniquity of the times.
The World’s Greatest Civilizations: The History and Culture of the Vikings comprehensively covers the
culture and history of the Vikings, discussing everything from their religion to their way of life, in an attempt
to separate fact from fiction. Along with pictures of Viking art and ruins, as well as historic art depicting the
Vikings, you will learn about the Vikings like you never have before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Nielson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that The World's Greatest Civilizations: The History
and Culture of the Vikings to read.

Nathan Wilson:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The World's Greatest
Civilizations: The History and Culture of the Vikings is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Amanda Chatham:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The World's Greatest Civilizations:
The History and Culture of the Vikings that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you are able to pick The World's Greatest Civilizations: The History and Culture of the Vikings
become your current starter.

Jocelyn Lee:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This The World's Greatest Civilizations: The
History and Culture of the Vikings is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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