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In the thousand years before the rise of Islam, two radically diverse conceptions of what it means to say that
a law is divine confronted one another with a force that reverberates to the present. What's Divine about
Divine Law? untangles the classical and biblical roots of the Western idea of divine law and shows how early
adherents to biblical tradition--Hellenistic Jewish writers such as Philo, the community at Qumran, Paul, and
the talmudic rabbis--struggled to make sense of this conflicting legacy.

Christine Hayes shows that for the ancient Greeks, divine law was divine by virtue of its inherent qualities of
intrinsic rationality, truth, universality, and immutability, while for the biblical authors, divine law was
divine because it was grounded in revelation with no presumption of rationality, conformity to truth,
universality, or immutability. Hayes describes the collision of these opposing conceptions in the Hellenistic
period, and details competing attempts to resolve the resulting cognitive dissonance. She shows how Second
Temple and Hellenistic Jewish writers, from the author of 1 Enoch to Philo of Alexandria, were engaged in a
common project of bridging the gulf between classical and biblical notions of divine law, while Paul, in his
letters to the early Christian church, sought to widen it. Hayes then delves into the literature of classical
rabbinic Judaism to reveal how the talmudic rabbis took a third and scandalous path, insisting on a
construction of divine law intentionally at odds with the Greco-Roman and Pauline conceptions that would
come to dominate the Christianized West.

A stunning achievement in intellectual history, What's Divine about Divine Law? sheds critical light on an
ancient debate that would shape foundational Western thought, and that continues to inform contemporary
views about the nature and purpose of law and the nature and authority of Scripture.
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From reader reviews:

Jerrod Spicher:

This What's Divine about Divine Law?: Early Perspectives book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This particular What's Divine about Divine Law?: Early Perspectives without we
recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry
What's Divine about Divine Law?: Early Perspectives can bring whenever you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
telephone. This What's Divine about Divine Law?: Early Perspectives having good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Chad Brown:

Often the book What's Divine about Divine Law?: Early Perspectives will bring one to the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this
book very appropriate to you. The book What's Divine about Divine Law?: Early Perspectives is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

Teresa Hunter:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read. If
you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The What's Divine about Divine Law?: Early
Perspectives will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Rosemary Lilly:

You will get this What's Divine about Divine Law?: Early Perspectives by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways
for you.
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