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The Swan name is inseparable from the history of Wyoming and the West, and when Swan made his mark in
Wyoming in the 1880s, ranching was king. The largest among Alex Swan’s many corporate creations, The
Swan Land and Cattle Company, Ltd., was one of the larger livestock companies to operate in the American
West, and it survived long after it founder’s financial debacle in the great winter of 1886-1887. At one time,
the Swan was said to be the largest private landowner in Wyoming, and at its peak it was certainly one of the
largest sheep companies in the country.

This new work for the first time relates the life of Alex Swan, and offers a complete history of the Swan
companies. Lawrence M. Woods has combed the surviving corporate records and other documents held in
the United States and abroad.

At the height of his financial life, Swan was said to be the richest man in Wyoming Territory, and his
influence extended beyond business affairs to community service, both in Wyoming and in Iowa. Yet, after
his dramatic financial collapse, there were many who ridiculed what he had done, and Swan’s silence has left
those criticisms on the record, without rebuttal.

Swan, a leader in the Wyoming Stock Growers Association from its founding in 1873, served as its second
president. Promoting the use of Hereford cattle on the high plains, he was a force in the Wyoming ranching
world, especially after his move to Cheyenne in 1874. Woods details Swan’s life in the years after his
separation from the Scottish-controlled Swan Land and Cattle Company, especially his activities in Ogden,
Utah.

The Swan companies continued operation into the mid-twentieth century. John Clay played a major role in
their operation, and he figures prominently in their story. Alex Swan and the Swan Companies is an
important portrait of the inner workings of the western cattle industry and its leaders.

The book has a bibliography, index, and three appendices. It is bound in rich brown linen cloth and has a
foil stamped spine and front cover. Western Lands and Waters Series, XXII
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From reader reviews:

Ross Jackson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Alex Swan and the Swan Companies (Western Lands and
Waters Series). Try to face the book Alex Swan and the Swan Companies (Western Lands and Waters
Series) as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Krystal Wilson:

The book Alex Swan and the Swan Companies (Western Lands and Waters Series) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Alex
Swan and the Swan Companies (Western Lands and Waters Series)? A number of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now,
try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book Alex Swan and the Swan Companies (Western Lands and Waters
Series) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Katrice Fredericksen:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Alex Swan and the Swan Companies (Western Lands and Waters Series) can be your
answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

William Bell:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding
reading. Some people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Alex Swan and the Swan
Companies (Western Lands and Waters Series) or others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science book, any other book likes Alex Swan and the Swan Companies (Western Lands
and Waters Series) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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