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Her soulful, soaring voice has earned her mythic status. Now, in her own moving words, the woman behind
the myth is revealed. The result is a captivating self-portrait of one of this century's most fascinating artists,
an Aretha Franklin as real as the songs she sings.
        
For the first time anywhere, Aretha tells her story--the glorious triumphs as well as the heartbreaking pain.
With refreshing candor, Aretha tells it like it is, the way she sees it, the way she lived it.
        
A child prodigy of the golden age of gospel, the daughter of a world-famous preacher, Aretha was the
anointed successor to Mahalia Jackson and Clara Ward. But her father had a broader vision and helped
Aretha enter the field of pop and jazz. By age eighteen, she was under contract to Columbia Records. Six
years later, after only a few minor hits, she switched to Atlantic, where she shook the musical world to its
roots. Her song "Respect" became the anthem of an epoch, a touchstone for African Americans, for women,
for all people struggling to be free. Aretha became the Queen of Soul, the genre's finest interpreter since Ray
Charles.
        
In Aretha: From These Roots, the singer gets up-close and personal. In rich detail, she paints a vivid
picture of a Detroit long gone: the storefront churches, the basement parties, the explosive R&B shows. She
documents her life as a single teenage mother, working to balance home life with career, coping with two
challenging marriages and, later, romantic relationships that were the source of both tremendous joy and
unforeseen heartache.    
        
Along the way, we meet the characters who lit up her life: her charismatic father, the Reverend C. L.
Franklin, "the man with the million-dollar voice"; Sam Cooke, the man of her dreams; her singing sisters,
Erma and Carolyn, and her manager-brother, Cecil; her famous colleagues--Smokey Robinson, Marvin
Gaye, the Temptations, Luther Vandross, and Luciano Pavarotti--as well as some famous rivals.
        
Aretha emerges as a triumphant woman of rare wit, willing to share with us her passion for great music, great
food, and great love affairs. Her book does more than illuminate some of the most exciting songs ever sung;
it lets you into the heart and mind of the mesmerizing woman who sang them.  
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Buch:

This Aretha: From These Roots are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Aretha: From These Roots can be on the list of great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with
information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Aretha: From
These Roots giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Patricia Bush:

The book untitled Aretha: From These Roots contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl
idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy
to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you
can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open
up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

James Turco:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Aretha: From These Roots was multi-colored and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Aretha: From These Roots has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.

Billie Gallagher:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching
for the Aretha: From These Roots when you needed it?
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