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John McGrath’s Crossing the Line of Departure is a wide-ranging historical overview of that most difficult
aspect of military leadership, the art of battle command. McGrath leads the reader through case studies
beginning with Alexander the Great leading up to the recent war in Iraq. Among others, he analyzes
Napoleon’s technique, French and British practices in World War I, the German experience with
“Blitzkreig” in World War II, and the Soviet approach to battle command. McGrath also extends his
historical analysis to the present day by presenting a description of battle command theory in the “Modular
Army” and the Information Age. Through it all, he finds that the key to successful command in battle,
particularly in mobile operations, is found in the successful interplay between technology and personal
technique. Unlike some pundits today, McGrath does not conclude that information age technology is likely
to shift the balance between these poles in favor of technology dependence. The commander’s personal sense
of where to be on the battlefield, where to locate and how to use his headquarters staffs, and how to
communicate with his subordinates have been—and remain today—crucial elements of successful battle
command. A 21st century commander has use of technology beyond the comprehension of an Alexander, a
Napoleon, or a Guderian; but he will continue to grapple with the same issues of personal presence and
technique that they mastered so well. Crossing the Line of Departure brings to the fore insights, trends, and
leadership qualities needed for successful battle command. While possessing knowledge of these traits does
not guarantee success on the battlefield, their absence will almost assuredly bring defeat.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Rodrigues:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Crossing the Line of Departure: Battle Command on the Move - A
Historical Perspective. Try to stumble through book Crossing the Line of Departure: Battle Command on the
Move - A Historical Perspective as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone
and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make
new experience and knowledge with this book.

Arthur Sanchez:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Crossing the Line of
Departure: Battle Command on the Move - A Historical Perspective book as beginner and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Neil Calvert:

Here thing why that Crossing the Line of Departure: Battle Command on the Move - A Historical
Perspective are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Crossing the Line of Departure:
Battle Command on the Move - A Historical Perspective giving you information deeper since different ways,
you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Crossing the Line of Departure: Battle
Command on the Move - A Historical Perspective. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Crossing the Line of Departure: Battle
Command on the Move - A Historical Perspective in e-book can be your alternative.

Mildred Vang:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Crossing the Line of Departure:
Battle Command on the Move - A Historical Perspective reserve written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still



uncertainty Crossing the Line of Departure: Battle Command on the Move - A Historical Perspective as good
book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine
book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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