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Despite being the sixth largest island in the world and home to an estimated 44 million Indonesians,
Sumatra's musical arts and cultures have not been the subject of a book-length study until now. Documenting
and explaining the ethnographic, cultural, and historical contexts of Sumatra's performing arts, Musical
Journeys in Sumatra also traces the changes in their style, content, and reception from the early 1970s
onward.

Having dedicated thirty years of scholarship to exploring the rich and varied music of Sumatran provinces,
Margaret Kartomi provides a fascinating ethnographic record of vanishing musical genres, traditions, and
practices that have become deeply compromised by the pressures of urbanization, rural poverty, and
government policy in. This unique collection showcases the complex diversity of Indonesian music and
includes field observations from five different provinces: Aceh, North Sumatra, Riau, West Sumatra, and
South Sumatra. Featuring unique photographs and original drawings from Kartomi's field observations of
instruments and performances, Musical Journeys in Sumatra provides a comprehensive musical introduction
to this neglected, very large island, with its hundreds of ethno-linguistic-musical groups.
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From reader reviews:

Lela Hird:

The book Musical Journeys in Sumatra can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Musical Journeys in Sumatra? Several of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Musical Journeys in Sumatra has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read
a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Fern Marshall:

Here thing why this Musical Journeys in Sumatra are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a
book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
Musical Journeys in Sumatra giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no book that similar with Musical Journeys in Sumatra. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Musical Journeys in
Sumatra in e-book can be your choice.

Donald Benson:

The feeling that you get from Musical Journeys in Sumatra may be the more deep you digging the
information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but Musical Journeys in Sumatra giving you joy feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Musical Journeys in Sumatra
instantly.

Violet Jarrell:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Musical Journeys in Sumatra, you may enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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