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Through films that alternate between containment, order, and symmetry on the one hand, and obsession,
explosiveness, and a lack of control on the other, Chantal Akerman has gained a reputation as one of the
most significant filmmakers working today. Her 1975 film Jeanne Dielman, 23 Quai du Commerce, 1080
Bruxelles is widely regarded as the most important feminist film of that decade. In Nothing Happens, Ivone
Margulies presents the first comprehensive study of this influential avant-garde Belgian filmmaker.
Margulies grounds her critical analysis in detailed discussions of Akerman’s work—from Saute ma ville, a
13-minute black-and-white film made in 1968, through Jeanne Dielman and Je tu il elle to the present.
Focusing on the real-time representation of a woman’s everyday experience in Jeanne Dielman, Margulies
brings the history of social and progressive realism and the filmmaker’s work into perspective. Pursuing two
different but related lines of inquiry, she investigates an interest in the everyday that stretches from postwar
neorealist cinema to the feminist rewriting of women’s history in the seventies. She then shows how
Akerman’s “corporeal cinema” is informed by both American experiments with performance and duration
and the layerings present in works by European modernists Bresson, Rohmer, and Dreyer. This analysis
revises the tired opposition between realism and modernism in the cinema, defines Akerman’s minimal-
hyperrealist aesthetics in contrast to Godard’s anti-illusionism, and reveals the inadequacies of popular
characterizations of Akerman’s films as either simply modernist or feminist.
An essential book for students of Chantal Akerman’s work, Nothing Happens will also interest international
film critics and scholars, filmmakers, art historians, and all readers concerned with feminist film theory.
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From reader reviews:

Karole Standley:

The experience that you get from Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s Hyperrealist Everyday will be the
more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s
Hyperrealist Everyday giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having that Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s Hyperrealist Everyday instantly.

Colleen Harman:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Nothing Happens: Chantal
Akerman’s Hyperrealist Everyday which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.

Danny Saleem:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s
Hyperrealist Everyday can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Virginia Shrader:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Nothing Happens: Chantal Akerman’s Hyperrealist
Everyday was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Nothing Happens: Chantal
Akerman’s Hyperrealist Everyday has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at
all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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