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Reinhold Niebuhr remains at the center of a national conversation about America's role in the world, and
commentators with divergent political and religious positions draw upon his 1951 work, The Irony of
American History, in support of their views. In this study Scott R. Erwin argues that an appreciation of
Niebuhr's theological vision is necessary for understanding the full measure of Irony. An appreciation of
Niebuhr's theology is important because the majority of individuals reading Irony today fail to acknowledge
the central role that his Christian beliefs played in its formulation. Niebuhr described his theological vision
as being "in the battle and above it," and, in more extensive terms, explained it to be a "combination of moral
resoluteness about the immediate issues with a religious awareness of another dimension of meaning and
judgment." It was this perspective that led Niebuhr, in Irony, to assert that America must both take "morally
hazardous action" in combating the aggression of the Soviet Union and engage in critical self-evaluation to
prevent the country from assuming the most odious traits of its Cold War foe. Niebuhr developed this
theological vision over the course of the 1930s and 1940s through engagement with Christian doctrine, as
most readily seen in his academic works such as The Nature and Destiny of Man, and engagement with
current history, as seen in his many journalistic writings during this period. By focusing primarily on
Niebuhr's writings between 1931 and 1951, Erwin traces the development of his Christian interpretation of
human nature and history, establishes how it informed his theological vision, and reveals how that
theological vision underlay his writings on current affairs. Such excavation is necessary given the fact that
Niebuhr became less explicit about the theological nature of his later writings. Indeed, rather than clearly
advance his theological vision in Irony, Niebuhr chose to communicate it implicitly through the historical
figure of Abraham Lincoln. In multiple writings over the course of his career, Niebuhr referred to the
sixteenth president as both America's greatest statesman and theologian and ultimately portrayed him as the
personification of his own religious beliefs. Erwin demonstrates that the study of both Niebuhr's theological
vision and his application of this vision throughout his life is instructive as the contemporary generation
engages with global problems.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Overly:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like examining
a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Theological Vision of Reinhold Niebuhr's "Irony of American
History": "In the Battle and Above It" (Oxford Theology and Religion Monographs).

Tonia Lee:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Theological Vision of Reinhold Niebuhr's "Irony
of American History": "In the Battle and Above It" (Oxford Theology and Religion Monographs). You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book
The Theological Vision of Reinhold Niebuhr's "Irony of American History": "In the Battle and Above It"
(Oxford Theology and Religion Monographs). You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country
till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

John Damm:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this The Theological Vision of Reinhold Niebuhr's "Irony of American History": "In the Battle and Above It"
(Oxford Theology and Religion Monographs), you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Ruth Vazquez:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This book The Theological Vision of Reinhold Niebuhr's "Irony of American History": "In the Battle
and Above It" (Oxford Theology and Religion Monographs) was filled in relation to science. Spend your



spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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