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The American chestnut was one of America's most common, valued, and beloved trees—a "perfect tree" that
ruled the forests from Georgia to Maine. But in the early twentieth century, an exotic plague swept through
the chestnut forests with the force of a wildfire. Within forty years, the blight had killed close to four billion
trees and left the species teetering on the brink of extinction. It was one of the worst ecological blows to
North America since the Ice Age—and one most experts considered beyond repair. In American Chestnut,
Susan Freinkel tells the dramatic story of the stubborn optimists who refused to let this cultural icon go. In a
compelling weave of history, science, and personal observation, she relates their quest to save the tree
through methods that ranged from classical plant breeding to cutting-edge gene technology. But the heart of
her story is the cast of unconventional characters who have fought for the tree for a century, undeterred by
setbacks or skeptics, and fueled by their dreams of restored forests and their powerful affinity for a fellow
species.
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From reader reviews:

Francis Garcia:

This American Chestnut: The Life, Death, and Rebirth of a Perfect Tree usually are reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this American Chestnut: The Life,
Death, and Rebirth of a Perfect Tree can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your before
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this American Chestnut: The Life, Death, and Rebirth of a Perfect Tree
giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

John Herrera:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is American Chestnut: The Life, Death, and Rebirth of a Perfect Tree this
book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Amanda Bernard:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and American Chestnut: The Life, Death,
and Rebirth of a Perfect Tree or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how
the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science
book, any other book likes American Chestnut: The Life, Death, and Rebirth of a Perfect Tree to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Peter Landon:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book American Chestnut: The Life, Death, and
Rebirth of a Perfect Tree to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise
is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and



mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a
book and go through it. Beside that the guide American Chestnut: The Life, Death, and Rebirth of a Perfect
Tree can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of their time.
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