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In 1919, when Wesley Williams became a New York City firefighter, he stepped into a world that was 100%
white and predominantly Irish. As far as this city knew, black men in the Fire Department of New York
(FDNY) tended horses.

Nearly a century later, many things in the FDNY had changed?but not the scarcity of blacks. New York had
about 300 black firefighters?roughly 3 percent of the 11,000 New York firefighters in a city of two million
African Americans. That made the FDNY a true aberration compared to all the other uniformed departments,
like the NYPD. Decades earlier, women and blacks had sued over its hiring practices and won. But the
FDNY never took permanent steps to eradicate the inequities, which led to a courtroom show-down between
New York City's billionaire Mayor, Mike Bloomberg, and a determined group of black activist firefighters. It
was not until 2014 that the city settled the $98 million lawsuit.

At the center of this book are stories of courage?about firefighters risking their lives in the line of duty but
also risking their livelihood by battling an unjust system. Among them: FDNY Captain Paul Washington, a
second generation black firefighter, who spent his multi-decade career fighting to get minorities on the job.
He faced an insular culture made up of relatives who never saw their own inclusion as favoritism.

Based on author Ginger Adams Otis' years of on the ground reporting, Firefight is an exciting blend of the
high-octane energy of firefighting and critical Civil Rights history.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Cooper:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Firefight: The Century-Long Battle to
Integrate New York's Bravest will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book
with you?

Christen Arnold:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Firefight: The Century-Long Battle to Integrate New
York's Bravest as your daily resource information.

Joseph Gabriel:

Why? Because this Firefight: The Century-Long Battle to Integrate New York's Bravest is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go
to the reserve store hurriedly.

Helen Butts:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Firefight: The Century-Long Battle to
Integrate New York's Bravest or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes Firefight: The Century-Long Battle to Integrate New York's Bravest to make



your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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