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How does religion stimulate and feed imperial ambitions and violence? Recently this question has acquired
new urgency, and in Religion, Empire, and Torture, Bruce Lincoln approaches the problem via a classic but
little-studied case: Achaemenian Persia.

Lincoln identifies three core components of an imperial theology that have transhistorical and contemporary
relevance: dualistic ethics, a theory of divine election, and a sense of salvific mission. Beyond this, he asks,
how did the Achaemenians understand their place in the cosmos and their moral status in relation to others?
Why did they feel called to intervene in the struggle between good and evil? What was their sense of historic
purpose, especially their desire to restore paradise lost? And how did this lead them to deal with enemies and
critics as imperial power ran its course? Lincoln shows how these religious ideas shaped Achaemenian
practice and brought the Persians unprecedented wealth, power, and territory, but also produced
unmanageable contradictions, as in a gruesome case of torture discussed in the book’s final chapter. Close
study of that episode leads Lincoln back to the present with a postscript that provides a searing and utterly
novel perspective on the photographs from Abu Ghraib.
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From reader reviews:

Adrienne McGinnis:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Religion, Empire, and Torture: The Case of Achaemenian Persia, with a
Postscript on Abu Ghraib.

Elizabeth Cao:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Religion, Empire, and Torture: The Case of Achaemenian Persia, with a Postscript on Abu Ghraib, it is
possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Karolyn Kaufman:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent the entire day to reading a reserve. The book Religion, Empire, and Torture: The Case of
Achaemenian Persia, with a Postscript on Abu Ghraib it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals
who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Frances York:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named
of book Religion, Empire, and Torture: The Case of Achaemenian Persia, with a Postscript on Abu Ghraib.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and



make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one spot to other place.
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