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Shock Cities is environmental history of the highest order. This searching work is the first trans-Atlantic
study to examine the industrial city in holistic terms, looking at the transformation of its land, water, and air.
Harold L. Platt demonstrates how the creation of industrial ecologies spurred the reorganization of urban
areas into separate spheres, unhealthy slums in the center and garden estates in the suburbs. By comparing
Chicago and Manchester, Platt also shows how the ruling classes managed the political creation of urban
space to ensure financial gain—often to the environmental detriment of both regions.

Shock Cities also recasts the age of industry within a larger frame of nature. Frightening epidemics and
unnatural "natural disasters" forced the city dwellers onto the path of environmental reform. Crusaders for
social justice such as Chicago's Jane Addams and Manchester's Charles Rowley led class-bridging
campaigns to clean up the slums. Women activists and other "municipal housekeepers" promoted regulations
to reduce air pollution. Public health experts directed efforts to improve sanitation.

Out of these reform movements, the Progressives formulated new concepts of environmental conservation
and regional planning. Comparing the two cities, Platt highlights the ways in which political culture and
institutions act to turn social geography into physical shapes on the ground. This focus on the political
formation of urban space helps illuminate questions of social and environmental justice. Shock Cities will be
of enormous value to students of ecology, technology, urban planning, and public health in the Western
world.
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From reader reviews:

Flora Young:

The publication with title Shock Cities: The Environmental Transformation and Reform of Manchester and
Chicago has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book.
This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition
of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific
book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so
you can read it anywhere you want.

Judith Carter:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
you is Shock Cities: The Environmental Transformation and Reform of Manchester and Chicago this reserve
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Samuel Potter:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Shock Cities: The Environmental Transformation and
Reform of Manchester and Chicago can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book
you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Shock Cities: The
Environmental Transformation and Reform of Manchester and Chicago.

Debra Brunette:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Shock Cities: The Environmental Transformation
and Reform of Manchester and Chicago to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
open up a book and go through it. Beside that the book Shock Cities: The Environmental Transformation and
Reform of Manchester and Chicago can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of the time.
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