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In Working at Play, Cindy Aron offers the first full length history of how Americans have vacationed--from
eighteenth-century planters who summered in Newport to twentieth-century urban workers who headed for
camps in the hills. In the early nineteenth century, vacations were taken for health more than for fun, as the
wealthy traveled to watering places, seeking cures for everything from consumption to rheumatism. But
starting in the 1850s, the growth of a white- collar middle class and the expansion of railroads made
vacationing a mainstream activity. Aron charts this growth with grace and insight, tracing the rise of new
vacation spots as the nation and the middle class blossomed. She shows how late nineteenth-century resorts
became centers of competitive sports--bowling, tennis, golf, hiking, swimming, and boating absorbed the
hours. But as vacationing grew, she writes, fears of the dangers of idleness grew with it. Religious camp
grounds, where gambling, drinking, and bathing on Sundays were prohibited, became established resorts. At
the same time 'self improvement' vacations began to flourish, allowing a middle class still uncomfortable
with the notion of leisure to feel productive while at play. With vivid detail and much insight, Working at
Play offers a lively history of the vacation, throwing new light on the place of work and rest in American
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

The book Working At Play: A History of Vacations in the United States can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book
Working At Play: A History of Vacations in the United States? Several of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Working At Play: A History of Vacations in the United States has simple shape but you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it
is very wonderful.

Kristen Self:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this Working At Play: A History of Vacations in the
United States book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Ronald Johnson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Working At Play: A
History of Vacations in the United States that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Working At Play: A History of Vacations in the
United States become your current starter.

Mary Adams:

The book untitled Working At Play: A History of Vacations in the United States contain a lot of information
on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author
gives you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.
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