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online resources and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents “I have seen your
despatch expressing your unwillingness to break your hold where you are. Neither am I willing. Hold on
with a bulldog grip, and chew and choke as much as possible." – President Abraham Lincoln to Ulysses S.
Grant, August 1864 After the last major pitched battle of the Overland Campaign was fought at Cold Harbor
in early June, Ulysses S. Grant’s Army of the Potomac had suffered more casualties during the campaign
than Robert E. Lee had in his entire Army of Northern Virginia at the start of May. Understandably, the
American public was shocked by the carnage, and to this day Grant has been accused of being a butcher, but
attrition had become a vital war aim for the North, and Grant remained undeterred. Refusing to attack Lee in
frontal assaults, and aware that Lee dared not venture out to counterattack, Grant nearly captured Richmond
in mid-June by stealing a march on Lee’s army and crossing the James River. The fog of war, poor luck, and
a skillful impromptu defense by P.G.T. Beauregard stopped Grant from taking Petersburg, which was a
critical railroad hub and supply line for Richmond, before Lee’s army could confront, thereby saving the
Confederacy for the time being. The two armies began to dig in around Petersburg, and unbeknownst to them
they would be there for the next 9 months, constructing elaborate trenches and engaging in the kind of
warfare that would be the forerunner of World War I. Both sides engaged in innovative and unique attempts
at mining underneath the enemy’s siege lines, as well as countermining, which led to the famous Battle of
the Crater that turned an ingenious engineering feat into a Union debacle. Lee’s attempts to break the siege
by threatening Washington and trying to fight Grant’s army proved just as futile. On April 2, the long siege
of Petersburg by Ulysses S. Grant ended with Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia finally having its
line broken, forcing Lee to retreat and give up Richmond in the process. Lee’s battered army began
stumbling toward a rail depot in the hopes of avoiding being surrounded by Union forces and picking up
much needed food rations. While Grant’s army continued to chase Lee’s retreating army westward, the
Confederate government sought to escape across the Deep South. On April 4, President Lincoln entered
Richmond and toured the home of Confederate President Jefferson Davis. Fittingly, the food rations Lee
moved toward did not arrive as anticipated, and on April 7, 1865, Grant sent Lee the first official letter
demanding Lee’s surrender. In it Grant wrote, “The results of the last week must convince you of the
hopelessness of further resistance on the part of the Army of Northern Virginia in this struggle. I feel it is so,
and regret it as my duty to shift myself from the responsibility of any further effusion of blood by asking of
you the surrender of that portion of the Confederate States army known as the Army of Northern Virginia.”
Passing the note to General Longstreet, now his only advisor, Longstreet said, “Not yet.” But by the
following evening during what would be the final Confederate Council of War (and after one final attempt
had been made to break through Union lines), Lee finally succumbed, stating regretfully, “There is nothing
left me but to go and see General Grant, and I had rather die a thousand deaths.” Communications continued
until April 9, at which point Lee and Grant two met at Appomattox Court House. When Lee and Grant met,
the styles in dress captured the personality differences perfectly. Lee was in full military attire, while Grant
showed up casually in a muddy uniform. The Civil War’s two most celebrated generals were meeting for the
first time since the Mexican-American War.
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From reader reviews:

Terrie Delgadillo:

This The Last Gasp of Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia: The Siege of Petersburg and the
Appomattox Campaign book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you receive by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts
which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That The Last Gasp of Robert E.
Lee's Army of Northern Virginia: The Siege of Petersburg and the Appomattox Campaign without we realize
teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry
The Last Gasp of Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia: The Siege of Petersburg and the Appomattox
Campaign can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can
have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Last Gasp of Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern
Virginia: The Siege of Petersburg and the Appomattox Campaign having good arrangement in word as well
as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Domingo Adams:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that.
What you have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books.
One of the books in the top listing in your reading list is The Last Gasp of Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern
Virginia: The Siege of Petersburg and the Appomattox Campaign. This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book
you can get many advantages.

Robert Bryant:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Last Gasp of Robert E. Lee's
Army of Northern Virginia: The Siege of Petersburg and the Appomattox Campaign or perhaps others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them
to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Last Gasp of
Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia: The Siege of Petersburg and the Appomattox Campaign to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Walter Burchett:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Last Gasp of Robert E. Lee's Army of



Northern Virginia: The Siege of Petersburg and the Appomattox Campaign to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the guide
The Last Gasp of Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia: The Siege of Petersburg and the Appomattox
Campaign can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of these time.
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