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Best known during the Middle Ages as the prostitute who became a faithful follower of Christ, Mary
Magdalen was the most beloved female saint after the Virgin Mary. Why the Magdalen became so popular,
what meanings she conveyed, and how her story evolved over the centuries are the focus of this compelling
exploration of late medieval religious culture. Analyzing previously unpublished sermons, Katherine Jansen
uses the lens of medieval preaching to examine the mendicant friars' transformation of Mary Magdalen, a
shadowy gospel figure, into an emblem of action and contemplation, a symbol of vanity and lust, a model of
perfect penance, and the embodiment of hope and salvation. She draws on diverse historical sources to reveal
the laity's devotion to Mary Magdalen, which departed significantly from the friars' image of the saint,
signaling a major development in popular religious practice and personal piety. Finally, the author
comprehensively addresses the question of the House of Anjou's alliance with the Magdalen, and illuminates
the relationship between politics and sanctity in southern France and Italy.

Jansen shows how perceptions of the Magdalen merged with errors and misunderstandings to shape the
social, spiritual, and political agendas of the later Middle Ages. She brings to life the rich complexity of
medieval culture, which condemned female sexuality and women's preaching and yet popularized the
veneration of Mary Magdalen as a former prostitute chosen by Christ to be the "apostle of the apostles," the
first to witness and preach the Good News of the Resurrection.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Lyons:

The book The Making of the Magdalen: Preaching and Popular Devotion in the Later Middle Ages. make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
examining a book The Making of the Magdalen: Preaching and Popular Devotion in the Later Middle Ages.
for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a e-book The Making of the
Magdalen: Preaching and Popular Devotion in the Later Middle Ages.. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Anthony Thies:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Making of the Magdalen: Preaching and
Popular Devotion in the Later Middle Ages. had been making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication The Making of the
Magdalen: Preaching and Popular Devotion in the Later Middle Ages. is not only giving you far more new
information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time
to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book The Making of the Magdalen:
Preaching and Popular Devotion in the Later Middle Ages.. You never really feel lose out for everything if
you read some books.

Lillie Rose:

This book untitled The Making of the Magdalen: Preaching and Popular Devotion in the Later Middle Ages.
to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication
you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you
can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication
from your list.

Richard Russell:

You can get this The Making of the Magdalen: Preaching and Popular Devotion in the Later Middle Ages.
by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still



change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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