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Though Clarence Thomas has been a Supreme Court Justice for nearly 25 years and has written close to five
hundred opinions, legal scholars and pundits have given him short shrift, often, in fact, dismissing him as a
narrow partisan, a silent presence on the bench, an enemy of his race, a tool of Antonin Scalia. And yet, as
this book makes clear, few justices of the Supreme Court have developed as clear and consistent a
constitutional jurisprudence as Thomas. Also little known but apparent in Ralph A. Rossum's detailed
assessment of the justice's jurisprudence is how profound Thomas's impact has been in certain areas of
constitutional law—not only on the bench but also even among some of his erstwhile disparaging critics.

During his years on the Court, Thomas has pursued an original general meaning approach to constitutional
interpretation; he has been unswayed by claims of precedent—by the gradual build-up of interpretations that,
to his mind, come to distort the original meaning of the constitutional provision in question, leading to
muddled decisions and contradictory conclusions. In a close reading of Thomas's hundreds of well-crafted,
extensively researched, and passionately argued majority, concurring, and dissenting opinions, Rossum
explores how the justice applies this original meaning approach to questions of constitutional structure as
they relate to federalism; substantive rights found in the First Amendment's religion and free speech and
press clauses, the Second Amendment's right to keep and bear arms, the Fifth Amendment's restrictions on
the taking of private property, and the Fourteenth Amendment regarding abortion rights; and various
criminal procedural provisions found in the Ex Post Facto Clauses and the Bill of Rights.

Thomas grounds his original general meaning approach in the Declaration of Independence and its "self
evident" truth that "all men are created equal"; that truth, he insists, "preced[es] and underl[ies] the
Constitution." Understanding Clarence Thomas traces the many consequences that, for Thomas, flow from
the centrality of that "self evident" truth, and how these shape his opinions in cases concerning
desegregation, racial preference, and voting rights.

The most thorough explication ever given of the jurisprudence of this prolific but little-understood justice,
this work offers a unique opportunity to grasp not just the meaning of Clarence Thomas's opinions but their
significance for the Supreme Court and constitutional interpretation in our day.
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From reader reviews:

John Glass:

The book Understanding Clarence Thomas: The Jurisprudence of Constitutional Restoration make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Understanding Clarence Thomas: The Jurisprudence of Constitutional Restoration to
become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a
reserve Understanding Clarence Thomas: The Jurisprudence of Constitutional Restoration. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Linda McGrane:

This Understanding Clarence Thomas: The Jurisprudence of Constitutional Restoration book is not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. That Understanding Clarence Thomas: The Jurisprudence of Constitutional
Restoration without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
be worry Understanding Clarence Thomas: The Jurisprudence of Constitutional Restoration can bring if you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even telephone. This Understanding Clarence Thomas: The Jurisprudence of Constitutional
Restoration having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Roger Cooper:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Understanding Clarence
Thomas: The Jurisprudence of Constitutional Restoration that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick
Understanding Clarence Thomas: The Jurisprudence of Constitutional Restoration become your own
personal starter.

Wesley Baker:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,



ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Understanding Clarence Thomas:
The Jurisprudence of Constitutional Restoration which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's see.
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