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Ventriloquism, the art of "seeming to speak where one is not", speaks so resonantly to our contemporary
technological condition. We now think nothing of hearing voices--our own and others'--propelled over
intercoms, cellphones, and answering machines. Yet, why can none of us hear our own recorded voice
without wincing? Why is the telephone still full of such spookiness and erotic possibility? And why does the
magician's trick of speaking through a dummy entertain as well as disturb us? These are the kind of questions
which impel Dumbstruck, Steven Connor's wide-ranging, relentlessly inquisitive history of ventriloquism
and the disembodied voice.
Connor follows his subject from its early beginnings in ancient Israel and Greece, through the outcries of
early Christian writers against the unholy (and, they believed, obscenely produced) practices of pagan
divination. Surprisingly, he finds that women like the sibyls of Delphi were the key voices in these male-
dominated times. Connor then turns to the aberrations of the voice in mysticism, witchcraft and possession,
and the strange cultural obsession with the vagrant figure of the ventriloquist, newly conceived as male
rather than female, that flourished during the Enlightenment. He retells the stories of some of the most
popular and versatile ventriloquists and polyphonists of the nineteenth century, and investigates the survival
of ventriloquial delusions and desires in spiritualism and the 'vocalic uncanny' of technologies like the
telephone, radio, film, and the internet.
Brimming with anecdote and insight, Dumbstruck is a provocative archeology of a seemingly trivial yet
profoundly relevant presence in human history. Its pages overflow with virtuoso philosophical and
psychological reflections on the problems and astonishments, the raptures and absurdities of the unhoused
voice.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Turner:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Dumbstruck: A Cultural History of
Ventriloquism will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

James Smith:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Dumbstruck: A Cultural History of Ventriloquism as your
daily resource information.

David Fulton:

The book untitled Dumbstruck: A Cultural History of Ventriloquism contain a lot of information on the idea.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The
author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
read.

Ruby Guillen:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Dumbstruck: A Cultural History of
Ventriloquism is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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