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From the outset of Napoleon’s career, the charismatic Corsican was compared to mythic heroes of antiquity
like Achilles, and even today he remains the apotheosis of French glory, a value deeply embedded in the
country’s history. From this angle, the Napoleonic era can be viewed as the final chapter in the battle of the
Ancients and Moderns. In this book, Robert Morrissey presents a literary and cultural history of glory and its
development in France and explores the “economy of glory” Napoleon sought to implement in an attempt to
heal the divide between the Old Regime and the Revolution.
 
Examining how Napoleon saw glory as a means of escaping the impasse of Revolutionary ideas of radical
egalitarianism, Morrissey illustrates the challenge the leader faced in reconciling the antagonistic values of
virtue and self-interest, heroism and equality. He reveals that the economy of glory was both egalitarian,
creating the possibility of an aristocracy based on merit rather than wealth, and traditional, being deeply
embedded in the history of aristocratic chivalry and the monarchy—making it the heart of Napoleon’s
politics of fusion. Going beyond Napoleon, Morrissey considers how figures of French romanticism such as
Chateaubriand, Balzac, and Hugo constantly reevaluated this legacy of glory and its consequences for
modernity. Available for the first time in English, The Economy of Glory is a sophisticated and beautifully
written addition to French history.
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From reader reviews:

Vicky Bowman:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Economy of Glory: From Ancien Régime France to the Fall of
Napoleon book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here
are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer connected with The Economy of Glory: From Ancien Régime France to the Fall of
Napoleon content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking The Economy of Glory: From
Ancien Régime France to the Fall of Napoleon is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Sandra Yunker:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Economy of Glory: From Ancien Régime France to the Fall of Napoleon your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get just before. The The Economy of Glory: From Ancien Régime France to the Fall of
Napoleon giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
details for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Ellis Arnold:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Economy of Glory: From Ancien
Régime France to the Fall of Napoleon can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?

Ann Clark:

You can get this The Economy of Glory: From Ancien Régime France to the Fall of Napoleon by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right
ways for you.
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