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A striking and inventive social history of the role of clothing in the making of modern Americans.

While fashions of the rich and famous have been lessly chronicled, little attention has been paid to the
meaning of clothes for everyone else. Yet between 1890 and the outbreak of World War II, as ready-to-wear
came into its own, the clothes of ordinary Americans claimed the nation's attention. Allied with civic virtue,
fashion now played an increasingly important role in shaping the national character.

Drawing on a wealth of sources -- from advertisements, trade journals, and health manuals to sermons,
science, and songs -- acclaimed historian Jenna Weissman Joselit shows how the length of a woman's skirt,
the shape of a man's hat, and the height of a pair of heels enabled Americans of every faith, color, and class
to feel part of the modern nation. As moral arbiters warned that extravagant attire might undermine equality,
and gentlemen worried that wearing colored shirts rered them less manly, the newly arrived and newly
emancipated -- immigrants and African-Americans -- wondered just how much jewelry was appropriate to
their new status as citizens. Engaging, imaginative, and original, A Perfect Fit uncovers a time in American
history when getting dressed was more about fitting in than standing out and vividly shows how clothes
expressed the spirit of democracy and the promise of America.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Billups:

This A Perfect Fit: Clothes, Character, and the Promise of America book is not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. This specific A Perfect Fit: Clothes, Character, and the Promise of America without we understand teach
the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry A Perfect Fit:
Clothes, Character, and the Promise of America can bring if you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This A Perfect Fit:
Clothes, Character, and the Promise of America having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Angela Harris:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them
is this A Perfect Fit: Clothes, Character, and the Promise of America.

Donald Wexler:

This A Perfect Fit: Clothes, Character, and the Promise of America is great publication for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we
can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in
it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having A Perfect Fit: Clothes, Character, and the Promise of America in your hand like
having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Joseph Lewis:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.



You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is A Perfect Fit: Clothes, Character, and the Promise of America this
publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal
all of you.
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