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The "singing family" of which Jean Ritchie writes is that of her parents, Balis and Abigail Ritchie, and their
fourteen children, all born and reared in Viper, Kentucky, deep in the Cumberland Mountains. Jean, the
youngest of the clan, grew up to be a world renowned folksinger. But she was hardly unique in the family.
All the Ritchies sang?when they worked, when they prayed, when they rejoiced, even when tragedy struck.

Singing Family of the Cumberlands is both an appealing account of family life and a treasury of American
folklore and folksong. In the deceptively simple but picturesque language of rural Kentucky, Jean Ritchie
tells of a way of life now nearly vanished and of a gentle, upright people shielded from the outside world by
forbidding mountain ranges, preserving the traditions of their forebears.

Foremost among those traditions were the British folksongs brought from England by James Ritchie in 1768.
Even in a region noted for its wealth of folksongs, the Ritchies' inheritance was exceptional. Forty-two of the
family's beloved songs are woven through Jean Ritchie's narrative, complete with words and often musical
scores. Each song evokes a memory for Jean?hoeing corn, stirring off molasses, telling ghost stories, singing
a dying baby to its eternal rest. Songs lightened the burden of poverty for the Ritchies and brought them joy
and solace.

Illustrated by Maurice Sendak, Singing Family of the Cumberlands will delight readers in all walks of life.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Murphy:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Singing Family of the
Cumberlands will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Gregory McCormick:

The actual book Singing Family of the Cumberlands has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
scanning this book.

Michael Gage:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Singing Family of the Cumberlands, you could
enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Karin Decker:

Singing Family of the Cumberlands can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Singing Family of the
Cumberlands yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage
of crucial imagining.
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