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How do you achieve effective low-carbon design beyond the building level? How do you create a
community that is both livable and sustainable? More importantly, how do you know if you have succeeded?
Harrison Fraker goes beyond abstract principles to provide a clear, in-depth evaluation of four first
generation low-carbon neighborhoods in Europe, and shows how those lessons can be applied to the U.S.
Using concrete performance data to gauge successes and failures, he presents a holistic model based on best
practices.
 
The four case studies are: Bo01 and Hammarby in Sweden, and Kronsberg and Vauban in Germany. Each
was built deliberately to conserve resources: all are mixed-used, contain at least 1,000 units, and have
aggressive goals for energy and water efficiency, recycling, and waste treatment.
 
For each case study, Fraker explores the community's development process and  goals and objectives as they
relate to urban form, transportation, green space, energy, water and waste systems, and a social agenda. For
each model, he looks at overall performance and lessons learned.
  
Later chapters compare the different strategies employed by the case-study communities and develop a
comprehensive model of sustainability, looking specifically at how these lessons can be employed in the
United States, with a focus on retrofitting existing communities. This whole-systems approach promises not
only a smaller carbon footprint, but an enriched form of urban living. 
  
The Hidden Potential of Sustainable Neighborhoods will be especially useful for urban designers, architects,
landscape architects, land use planners, local policymakers and NGOs, citizen activists, students of urban
design, planning, architecture, and landscape architecture.
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From reader reviews:

Yvonne Terrell:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Hidden Potential of
Sustainable Neighborhoods: Lessons from Low-Carbon Communities is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Mamie Wilson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Hidden Potential of Sustainable Neighborhoods:
Lessons from Low-Carbon Communities as the daily resource information.

Johnny Powers:

The Hidden Potential of Sustainable Neighborhoods: Lessons from Low-Carbon Communities can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing The Hidden Potential of Sustainable Neighborhoods: Lessons from Low-Carbon Communities yet
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
thinking.

Sheree Gonzalez:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Hidden Potential of
Sustainable Neighborhoods: Lessons from Low-Carbon Communities can be the respond to, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era
is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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