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"And then there came a day of fire!" From its shocking curtain-raiser—the conflagration that consumed
Lower Manhattan in 1835—to the climactic centennial year of 1876, when Americans staged a corrupt,
deadlocked presidential campaign (fought out in Florida), Walter A. McDougall's Throes of Democracy: The
American Civil War Era, 1829-1877 throws off sparks like a flywheel. This eagerly awaited sequel to
Freedom Just Around the Corner: A New American History, 1585-1828 carries the saga of the American
people's continuous self-reinvention from the inauguration of President Andrew Jackson through the eras of
Manifest Destiny, Civil War, and Reconstruction, America's first failed crusade to put "freedom on the
march" through regime change and nation building.

But Throes of Democracy is much more than a political history. Here, for the first time, is the American epic
as lived by Germans and Irish, Catholics and Jews, as well as people of British Protestant and African
American stock; an epic defined as much by folks in Wisconsin, Kansas, and Texas as by those in
Massachusetts, New York, and Virginia; an epic in which Mormon prophet Joseph Smith, showman P. T.
Barnum, and circus clown Dan Rice figure as prominently as Herman Melville, Walt Whitman, and Henry
Ward Beecher; an epic in which railroad management and land speculation prove as gripping as Indian wars.
Walter A. McDougall's zesty, irreverent narrative says something new, shrewd, ironic, or funny about almost
everything as it reveals our national penchant for pretense—a predilection that explains both the periodic
throes of democracy and the perennial resilience of the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Keisha Kent:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Throes of Democracy: The American Civil War Era 1829-1877
book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange
for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to
you. The writer involving Throes of Democracy: The American Civil War Era 1829-1877 content conveys
the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but
it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Throes of Democracy: The American Civil
War Era 1829-1877 is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Joyce Bullock:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Throes of Democracy: The American Civil War Era 1829-
1877 can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Erica Rawlins:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Throes
of Democracy: The American Civil War Era 1829-1877 provide you with a new experience in looking at a
book.

Bonnie Abramowitz:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is Throes of Democracy: The American Civil War Era 1829-1877 this
book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.



Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
acceptable all of you.
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