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Scientific advances and economic forces have converged to create something unthinkable for much of
human history: a robust market in human body products. Every year, countless Americans supply blood,
sperm, and breast milk to "banks" that store these products for later use by strangers in routine medical
procedures. These exchanges entail complicated questions. Which body products are donated and which
sold? Who gives and who receives? And, in the end, who profits? In this eye-opening study, Kara Swanson
traces the history of body banks from the nineteenth-century experiments that discovered therapeutic uses for
body products to twenty-first-century websites that facilitate a thriving global exchange.

More than a metaphor, the "bank" has shaped ongoing controversies over body products as either marketable
commodities or gifts donated to help others. A physician, Dr. Bernard Fantus, proposed a "bank" in 1937 to
make blood available to all patients. Yet the bank metaphor labeled blood as something to be commercially
bought and sold, not communally shared. As blood banks became a fixture of medicine after World War II,
American doctors made them a frontline in their war against socialized medicine. The profit-making
connotations of the "bank" reinforced a market-based understanding of supply and distribution, with
unexpected consequences for all body products, from human eggs to kidneys.

Ultimately, the bank metaphor straitjacketed legal codes and reinforced inequalities in medical care. By
exploring its past, Banking on the Body charts the path to a more efficient and less exploitative distribution of
the human body's life-giving potential.
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From reader reviews:

James Williams:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Banking on the
Body: The Market in Blood, Milk, and Sperm in Modern America book as nice and daily reading book.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Anna Humphrey:

The feeling that you get from Banking on the Body: The Market in Blood, Milk, and Sperm in Modern
America could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Banking on the Body:
The Market in Blood, Milk, and Sperm in Modern America giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because
the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having this specific Banking on the Body: The Market in Blood, Milk, and Sperm in Modern
America instantly.

Delbert Storey:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they
write about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this
Banking on the Body: The Market in Blood, Milk, and Sperm in Modern America.

Gerardo Roney:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Banking on the Body: The
Market in Blood, Milk, and Sperm in Modern America that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that



reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all
of you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Banking on the Body: The Market
in Blood, Milk, and Sperm in Modern America become your starter.
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