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Gangsterismo is an extraordinary accomplishment, the most comprehensive history yet of the clash of epic
forces over several decades in Cuba. It is a chronicle that touches upon deep and ongoing themes in the
history of the Americas, and more specifically of the United States government, Cuba before and after the
revolution, and the criminal networks known as the Mafia.

The result of 18 years’ research at national archives and presidential libraries in Kansas, Maryland, Texas,
and Massachusetts, here is the story of the making and unmaking of a gangster state in Cuba. In the early
1930s, mobster Meyer Lansky sowed the seeds of gangsterismo when he won Cuban strongman Fulgencio
Batista’s support for a mutually beneficial arrangement: the North American Mafia were to share the profits
from a future colony of casinos, hotels, and nightclubs with Batista, his inner circle, and senior Cuban Army
and police officers. In return, Cuban authorities allowed the Mafia to operate its establishments without
interference. Over the next twenty-five years, a gangster state took root in Cuba as Batista, other corrupt
Cuban politicians, and senior Cuban army and police officers got rich. All was going swimmingly until a
handful of revolutionaries upended the neat arrangement: and the CIA, Cuban counterrevolutionaries, and
the Mafia joined forces to attempt the overthrow of Castro.

Gangsterismo is unique in the literature on Cuba, and establishes for the first time the integral, extensive role
of mobsters in the Cuban exile movement. The narrative unfolds against a broader historical backdrop of
which it was a part: the confrontation between the United States and the Cuban revolution, which turned
Cuba into one of the most perilous battlegrounds of the Cold War.

………………………………

“What is shocking is not what is new, but how much that is old – already on the record in presidential and
other archives, CIA and FBI files, memoirs and histories – in Jack Colhoun’s Gangsterismo. Drawing on the
National Security Archives, papers and books, public and private, he damningly documents the pathetic,
incompetent and sometimes comic, but always inappropriate and anti-democratic, attempts by the CIA
and/or its confederates, working in tandem with members of the mob, to assassinate Castro and overthrow
the Cuban revolution.” —Victor S. Navasky, publisher emeritus, The Nation; professor, Columbia
University Graduate School of Journalism

“Gangsterismo is an invaluable addition to our background knowledge about that small island nation that has
incurred so much devotion and ire from U.S. Americans. Books about Cuba abound, but this one lays bare an
often forgotten pre-revolutionary history of U.S.-based organized crime, and subsequent hidden U.S.
government covert action. Colhoun has done his homework. This is a must-read.” —Margaret Randall,
author of To Change the World: My Years in Cuba

“Few aspects of Cuba-U.S. relations have so doggedly resisted serious inquiry as the subject of organized
crime in Cuba. Much of what we know has reached us by way of popular culture, principally through film
and fiction, to which the subject of the underworld in the tropics so aptly lends itself. Colhoun represents a
breakthrough: serious scholarship on a serious subject. He casts light upon one of the darkest recesses of a



dark history, calling attention to the convergence of interests between the underworld of criminal activity and
nether world of covert operations – and reveals in the process that film and fiction have actually only
scratched the surface of a sordid story.” —Louis A. Pérez, Jr.editor, Cuban Journal; professor of history,
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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From reader reviews:

John Bullen:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Gangsterismo: The United States, Cuba
and the Mafia, 1933 to 1966 will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited
book with you?

Lily Winstead:

This Gangsterismo: The United States, Cuba and the Mafia, 1933 to 1966 are usually reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Gangsterismo: The United States, Cuba and the
Mafia, 1933 to 1966 can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Gangsterismo: The United States, Cuba and the Mafia, 1933
to 1966 forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jon Harrill:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Gangsterismo: The
United States, Cuba and the Mafia, 1933 to 1966 suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Gangsterismo: The United States, Cuba and the Mafia, 1933 to
1966is the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend
the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Laura Enriquez:

The actual book Gangsterismo: The United States, Cuba and the Mafia, 1933 to 1966 has a lot info on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.
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