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On April 29, 2015, the United States Supreme Court approved amendments to the following Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure: 1, 4, 16, 26, 30, 31, 33, 34, 37, 55, 84, and the Appendix of Forms. In accordance with the
Rules Enabling Act, the amendments are scheduled to take effect on December 1, 2015, absent congressional
action to the contrary.

The amendments represent the most important changes to the Federal discovery rules in years. For example:

--The iconic definition of scope of discovery in Rule 26(b) has been rewritten. It now expressly includes
proportionality factors. It no longer includes language authorizing the court to order discovery of any matter
relevant to the subject matter involved in the action ; nor does it contain the reasonably calculated language;
--The provision for protective orders in Rule 26(c) has been revised to allow for allocation of expenses;
--Rule 26(d) is amended to provide for early Rule 34 requests;
--The discovery plan required under Rule 26(f) must now address any issue of preservation of electonically
stored information (ESI);
--The exceptional circumstances standard for imposing sanctions for loss of ESI in Rule 37(e) has been
deleted. It has been replaced with a rule that authorizes and specifies measures a court may employ if
information that should have been preserved is lost;
--New Rule 37(e)(1) authorizes the court to order measures to remedy the loss of ESI but only if the
information should have been preserved in the anticipation or conduct of litigation, a party failed to take
reasonable steps to preserve the information, information was lost as a result, the information could not be
restored or replaced by additional discovery, and the court finds prejudice to another party resulting from the
loss of the information;
--New Rule 37(e)(2) authorizes the court to take severe measures for the loss of ESI such as adverse-
inference instructions, dismissal, or entry of default judgment, but only upon a finding of intent to deprive.
Thus, court rulings that have allowed such measures upon a finding of mere negligence or gross-negligence
are no longer permitted.
--The time limit for service of process in Rule 4(m) has been reduced;
--The time to issue the scheduling order under Rule 16(b) has been reduced;
--Scheduling orders under Rule 16(b) may provide for preservation of ESI and may direct that before filing a
discovery motion, the movant must request a conference with the court;
--Rule 34(b) is amended to require that objections to Rule 34 requests be stated with specificity and must
state whether any responsive materials are being withheld on the basis of that objection;

Most of the amendments can trace their origin to the conference held at the Duke University School of Law
on May 10-11, 2010, sponsored by the Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The
Duke Conference examined problems in federal civil litigation particularly excessive costs and delay and the
adequacy of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure to address them.

To aid the reader in understanding these important rule changes, including their evolution and significance,
this publication includes the Duke Conference Report, excerpts from the September 2014 Report of the
Standing Committee on Rules of Practice and Procedure, and the June 2014 Report of the Advisory
Committee on the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. These excerpts include a historical analysis, a statement



of each rule change in "black line" format, and explanatory "Committee Notes" for each rule change.

This book is an invaluable tool for understanding the new rule changes. It is an essential guide for every
litigation attorney, litigation support team and law student.
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From reader reviews:

Adrian Rogers:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Duke Conference Amendments to
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or acceptable book with you?

Deb Valdez:

The Duke Conference Amendments to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy
arrangement in writing The Duke Conference Amendments to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure however
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you
can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Aida Zambrana:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Duke Conference Amendments to the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these books have than the others?

Rick Beard:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from
it. It is identified as of book The Duke Conference Amendments to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.
You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge
and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring
you from one destination for a other place.
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