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This diary chronicles the defining years in the life of Grace Brown Elmore, one of eight children in a wealthy
and influential Columbia, South Carolina, family. Begun just five months into the Civil War, when Elmore
was twenty-two, it is a rich personal account of a society in the midst of chaotic change.

At her diary's opening, Elmore had every reason to believe that she would someday marry, bear children, and
have a pleasurable life within a network of comparably privileged relatives and friends.

Despite her enduring devotion to the Confederacy, Elmore, who never did marry, found that the war eroded
all stability and certainty from her life. Even before the South's fall, Elmore, like other elite young southern
white women, had seen the old verities destroyed and had been forced to reassess all that she had taken for
granted.

Elmore's descriptions of wartime life tell of the Confederate army's retreat from Columbia, the burning of the
town, and the consequences of Sherman's occupation. Her details of the transition to peace and the harsh
economic realities of Reconstruction relate her work as a teacher, and whether fondly recalling her mammy,
Mauma Binah, or bemoaning the "impertinence" of newly freed slaves, she also provides a wealth of
material on southern racial attitudes. The diary is also filled with unusually candid glimpses into the
dynamics of her family.

In her younger years Elmore wrote of feeling "hemmed in . . . by other people's ideas" and often chafed at
her society's notions about women's domesticity. Although she rose to every challenge before her, Elmore's
diary nonetheless suggests that the autonomy and independence she had longed for early in her life came
under circumstances that made them a penalty, not a prize.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Robinette:

In other case, little individuals like to read book A Heritage of Woe: The Civil War Diary of Grace Brown
Elmore, 1861-1868 (Southern Voices from the Past: Women's Letters, Diaries, and Writings). You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book
A Heritage of Woe: The Civil War Diary of Grace Brown Elmore, 1861-1868 (Southern Voices from the
Past: Women's Letters, Diaries, and Writings). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Maria Jennings:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this A Heritage of Woe: The
Civil War Diary of Grace Brown Elmore, 1861-1868 (Southern Voices from the Past: Women's Letters,
Diaries, and Writings) book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Dwight Case:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving A Heritage of Woe: The Civil
War Diary of Grace Brown Elmore, 1861-1868 (Southern Voices from the Past: Women's Letters, Diaries,
and Writings) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you could pick A Heritage of Woe: The Civil War Diary of Grace Brown Elmore, 1861-
1868 (Southern Voices from the Past: Women's Letters, Diaries, and Writings) become your own personal
starter.

Debbie Allen:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to



make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this A Heritage of Woe: The Civil War Diary of Grace Brown Elmore, 1861-1868
(Southern Voices from the Past: Women's Letters, Diaries, and Writings) can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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